March 22, 2007

TEAM UPDATE #19

GENERAL NOTICES

FIRST has received reports that some teams are experiencing difficulty with autonomous
operation on the competition playing field. This may be a result of ambient differences
between the practice field and the playing field.

FIRST has added two files to our web site for teams' reference. For teams who wish to
compare their camera calibration numbers to the FIRST recommended numbers (which are
tested at each event), we have posted the "2007 Vision Target.cfg" on our website at
http://www.usfirst.org/community/frc/content.aspx?id=4056. FIRST has also posted the
default configuration file for the camera on the same page.

Additionally, we are implementing the following protocol starting at all Week 4 Regionals
and continuing for the remainder of the season. On the practice day for each competition
event (typically Thursday), the competition field will be available for teams to calibrate their
camera systems under competition lighting conditions.

o The competition field will be open for one hour after the conclusion of
practice matches and any necessary field cleaning, reset, repair and/or
testing. Competition lighting conditions will be maintained during this time.

o During this period, use of the field is reserved for ONLY those robots using
onboard camera systems, and ONLY for the purpose of calibrating the
cameras.

o All robots placed on the field must be tethered and powered by on-board
batteries; no field power will be provided.

o Teams may bring any calibration, programming, or diagnostic equipment
necessary to the field to calibrate their cameras.

o Robots must remain immobile during this period and must not interact with
the Rack, Game Pieces, other field elements, or other robots (i.e. pull the
drive motor fuses while calibrating!)

Robots may not run their full autonomous routines - this period is for camera calibration
only, not for testing of software or other robot capabilities.

We hope this aids teams in their quest to score Keepers. As always, we encourage teams
to share discoveries they have made during this calibration period with all other teams.

Section 0 - Introduction

No changes.




Section 1 - Communication

No changes.
Section 2 — Team Organization
No changes.
Section 3 — At the Events
No changes.
Section 4 — Robot Transportation
No changes.
Section 5 - The Awards
No changes.
Section 6 — The Arena
No changes.
Section 7 — The Game
No changes.
Section 8 — The Robot
No changes.
Section 9 — The Tournament
No changes.
Section 10 — Kit of Parts
No changes.

Documents and Updates




No changes.

2007 FIRST Guidelines, Tips, and Good Practices

No changes.

The Question & Answer System

No changes.




