FIRST FRC  eMails 2012-2013 season

**FIRST EMAIL**/ FRC End of Season Surveys/Introducing 'Frank Answers Fridays'/2013 Post Season Awards Order Form/Lost and Found Items
Thu 5/30/2013 2:55 PM
Greetings Teams:

Please note that after this week we will be switching to a bi-weekly email blast schedule over the summer “off-season.”

As the school year comes to an end, please remember to stay tuned to FRC email blasts for important updates throughout the summer. If you do not have access to your school email during the summer, you can access our email blast archive and subscribe to an RSS feed here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/emailblastarchive.aspx.
FRC End of Season Surveys: The Post-Season Survey closed Monday, 5/27/13; thanks to all those who took the survey and provided feedback.  We value your input and continue to refine our FRC Program based, in part, on your feedback.

The Kit of Parts (KoP) Survey is still open and covers technical questions related to the KoP. Please direct two specific members of your team: the student team captain and one technical mentor to the Kit of Parts Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KOP2013) before 11:45 pm ET on Friday, 6/14/13.

Introducing 'Frank Answers Fridays': FRC Acting Director, Frank Merrick has introduced a new pilot program, “Frank Answers Fridays.”  Frank will select one question to answer weekly in his FRC Blog.  For more detailed information please read Frank’s latest blog post “Introducing 'Frank Answers Fridays' at http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog.  

2013 Post Season Awards Order Form: The 2013 Post Season Awards Order Form is available here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form. Teams may use this form to order additional trophies, medallions and pins. Please note: orders must be received by Friday, 6/14/13.

Lost and Found Items: If you lost an item at a Competition Event or Championship this season and did not complete a lost and found form, please email frcteams@usfirst.org with your team number, event at which item was lost, and a description of the lost item.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Recruiting Teams for the Longitudinal Study
Wed 5/29/2013 10:48 AM
Dear FIRST Team Leader, 

In case you missed our last email - FIRST and Brandeis University are asking for your help with an important evaluation initiative for FIRST.

Last summer, Brandeis University and FIRST launched a new, multi-year impact study of student participants in the FIRST® LEGO® League, FIRST® Tech Challenge, and FIRST® Robotics Competition programs in the United States.  Working with FIRST Teams and Team Leaders in ten target states, the study is following approximately 1000 FIRST Team Members and a similar number of comparison students for up to five years.  The goal of the study is to assess the impact of FIRST on young people’s interests in science and technology, their life and workplace skills, and their educational and career goals. 

An initial group of Teams joined the study last fall.  Brandeis and FIRST are now seeking additional Teams and Team Leaders to participate in the study.  Team Leaders in the study will be asked to do the following during the first year of the study:

· Participate in an initial training webinar on the study’s procedures. 

· Distribute and collect a packet of study materials (surveys, permission forms, etc.) to new student participants in FIRST who are joining your Team for the 2013-14 season, following up as needed to promote a high response rate among new Team Members.

· Help recruit comparison students by distributing recruitment packets in at least one science or math class per grade in the school or organization where your Team is located.

· Help administer a second, spring 2014 survey to the members of your Team who are in the study.

· Participate in interviews or focus groups on the Team experience.

· Complete a Team Leader survey in spring 2014.

In subsequent years, study participants will be contacted directly by Brandeis for an annual Spring survey.  In those years, Team Leaders may be asked to help update contact information and/or encourage participants who are still on the Team to complete the annual surveys. 

Team Leaders who participate in the study will receive a stipend of $300 in the first year of their involvement in the study as a “Thank you” for their time and effort.  More importantly, Team Leaders will be helping FIRST achieve its long-time goal of conducting a major impact study across its programs.

If you are interested in having your Team participate in the study, please go to https://brandeis.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_1AYoPJJObckwMrG  to provide your contact information and to answer a few qualifying questions.  Teams to be included in the study will be selected from among those who respond, with the goal of providing a nationally representative sample of Teams in the study.

We hope that you will take the time to consider this invitation and join this important effort.  Even if your Team is not selected for the final sample, we will keep you informed about the study and look for ways to solicit your input as the study moves forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Alan Melchior and Cathy Burack, the Brandeis Project Directors at FIRSTstudy@brandeis.edu.

Frank Merrick, Acting Director of FIRST Robotics Competition

**FIRST EMAIL**/FIRST HQ closed in recognition of Memorial Day/Dean Kamen's 2013 Homework Assignment/FRC End of Season Surveys/2013 Post Season Awards Order Form/Lost & Found Items
Thu 5/23/2013 11:15 AM
Greetings Teams:

FIRST Headquarters closed in recognition of Memorial Day: FIRST Headquarters will be closed on Monday, 5/27/13 in recognition of the Memorial Day holiday. Regular business hours will resume on Tuesday, 5/28/13 at 8:30 am ET.

Dean Kamen’s 2013 Homework Assignment: Details on Dean’s 2013 homework assignment can be found here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/dean-homework-assignment. 

FRC End of Season Surveys: As a reminder, you have until 11:45 pm ET on Monday, 5/27/13 to complete the Post Season Survey.  We are asking for your feedback on the 2013 Season and game design.  Please be sure to send the link to the Post Season Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XZXNDLG) to the students on your team, as we would like their feedback as well.
The Kit of Parts (KoP) Survey covers technical questions related to the KoP. Please direct two specific members of your team: the student team captain and one technical mentor to the Kit of Parts Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KOP2013) before 11:45 pm ET on Friday, 6/14/13.

2013 Post Season Awards Order Form: The 2013 Post Season Awards Order Form is available here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form. Teams may use this form to order additional trophies, medallions and pins. Please note: orders must be received by Friday, 6/14/13.

Lost and Found Items: If you lost an item at a Competition Event or Championship this season and did not complete a lost and found form, please email frcteams@usfirst.org with your team number, event at which item was lost, and a description of the lost item.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Post Season and KoP Surveys
Mon 5/20/2013 1:46 PM
Greetings Teams:

The Post Season Survey has opened today (Monday, May 20th)!  This survey has two parts this year.  The first half has questions about the 2013 season; the second half asks for your feedback on game design. Please be sure to fill out both sections!  

The Post Season Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XZXNDLG) will be open until 11:45 pm ET on Monday, May 27th, 2013.  Please send this link to students; we want both student and mentor feedback.

As a reminder, please direct two specific members of your team: the student team captain and one technical mentor to the Kit of Parts Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KOP2013) before 11:45 pm ET on Friday, June 14th, 2013.
Your feedback is essential to the continued success of our program.  Thank you for your time!

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Recruiting Teams for the FIRST Longitudinal Impact Study
Fri 5/17/2013 10:14 AM
Dear FIRST Team Leader, 

FIRST and Brandeis University are asking for your help with an important evaluation initiative for FIRST.

Last summer, Brandeis University and FIRST launched a new, multi-year impact study of student participants in the FIRST® LEGO® League, FIRST® Tech Challenge, and FIRST® Robotics Competition programs in the United States.  Working with FIRST Teams and Team Leaders in ten target states, the study is following approximately 1000 FIRST Team Members and a similar number of comparison students for up to five years.  The goal of the study is to assess the impact of FIRST on young people’s interests in science and technology, their life and workplace skills, and their educational and career goals. 

An initial group of Teams joined the study last fall.  Brandeis and FIRST are now seeking additional Teams and Team Leaders to participate in the study.  Team Leaders in the study will be asked to do the following during the first year of the study:

· Participate in an initial training webinar on the study’s procedures. 

· Distribute and collect a packet of study materials (surveys, permission forms, etc.) to new student participants in FIRST who are joining your Team for the 2013-14 season, following up as needed to promote a high response rate among new Team Members.

· Help recruit comparison students by distributing recruitment packets in at least one science or math class per grade in the school or organization where your Team is located.

· Help administer a second, spring 2014 survey to the members of your Team who are in the study.

· Participate in interviews or focus groups on the Team experience.

· Complete a Team Leader survey in spring 2014.

In subsequent years, study participants will be contacted directly by Brandeis for an annual Spring survey.  In those years, Team Leaders may be asked to help update contact information and/or encourage participants who are still on the Team to complete the annual surveys. 

Team Leaders who participate in the study will receive a stipend of $300 in the first year of their involvement in the study as a “Thank you” for their time and effort.  More importantly, Team Leaders will be helping FIRST achieve its long-time goal of conducting a major impact study across its programs.

If you are interested in having your Team participate in the study, please go to https://brandeis.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_1AYoPJJObckwMrG  to provide your contact information and to answer a few qualifying questions.  Teams to be included in the study will be selected from among those who respond, with the goal of providing a nationally representative sample of Teams in the study.

We hope that you will take the time to consider this invitation and join this important effort.  Even if your Team is not selected for the final sample, we will keep you informed about the study and look for ways to solicit your input as the study moves forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Alan Melchior and Cathy Burack, the Brandeis Project Directors at FIRSTstudy@brandeis.edu.

Robert Tuttle, Interim President

FIRST
**FIRST EMAIL**/Calling all Off Season Events!/FRC End of Season Surveys/TIMS & STIMS now open/2013 Post Season Awards Order Form
Thu 5/16/2013 3:45 PM
Greetings Teams:

Calling all Off Season Events!
We would like to include all Off Season Events on the FRC Calendar.  If you are planning to host something this year, please be sure to check out the Off Season Event Criteria and Considerations. To include your event in the FRC Calendar, please send the following information to Hannah Foust (hfoust@usfirst.org):

· Name of Event:

· Date:

· Location:

· Website:

· Contact Name/Email:

FRC End of Season Surveys: FRC would like your team’s input on the 2013 FRC season. The following surveys will be sent to the main contact of each team. We appreciate your feedback!

· The Kit of Parts (KoP) Survey covers technical questions related to the KoP and is now open. Please direct two specific members of your team: the student team captain and one technical mentor to the Kit of Parts Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KOP2013) before 11:45 pm ET on Friday, 6/14/13.
· The Championship Survey covers the 2013 Championship event and will close at 11:45pm ET on Friday, 5/17/13.
· The Post-Season Survey covers the 2013 FRC Season, to include the build period, regional competitions, registration, etc. It will be distributed on Monday, 5/20/13. The deadline to complete the survey is 11:45pm ET on Monday, 5/27/13.
TIMS & STIMS Now Open: Teams are now able to login and update their team profiles for the 2014 season in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. New rookie teams can also pre-register at this time. 

STIMS is also now open: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. Returning students can use their login information from last season; new students may register by clicking on the “New Student User” button. 

2013 Post Season Awards Order Form: The 2013 Post Season Awards Order Form is available here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form. Teams may use this form to order additional trophies, medallions and pins. 

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 FIRST Championship Survey Reminder
Thu 5/16/2013 12:50 PM
Greetings Teams:

Tomorrow (Friday, May 17th) is your final day to give FRC your feedback on the 2013 Championship!

You can find the survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H7LMZZ9.

Please be sure to send this link to everyone from your team who attended Championship- we are interested in gathering feedback from both students and mentors.  

If you’ve already taken the survey once, please don’t take it again!  Also, do not fill out this survey if you did not attend Championship.  We also ask that students be at least 13 years old in order to participate.

Thank you to everyone who has already taken the survey.  Your feedback is important to us!

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 FIRST Championship Robotics Conferences Survey
Wed 5/15/2013 9:40 AM
Greetings Teams:

If you attended the 2013 FIRST Championship Robotics Conferences, we would love to get your feedback!

Please complete the following survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2013FIRSTCMPRoboticConferencesSurvey to share your thoughts on the 2013 FIRST Championship Robotics Conferences. 

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Kit of Parts (KoP) Survey
Mon 5/13/2013 4:41 PM
Greetings Teams:

It’s the time of the year to gather feedback from the 2013 season!  Thank you for taking time from your day to participate in these surveys.

The Kit of Parts (KoP) Survey will open today (Monday, May 13th) Please direct two specific members of your team: the student team captain and one technical mentor to the Kit of Parts Survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KOP2013) before 11:45 pm ET on Friday, June 14, 2013.

The Post Season Survey will be coming along shortly, so please keep your eyes open!

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 FIRST Championship Survey Reminder
Mon 5/13/2013 11:28 AM
Greetings Teams:

Please don’t forget to complete the 2013 FIRST Championship Survey, which can be found here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H7LMZZ9. The survey will expire on Friday, May 17th.  

For those who have already completed the survey, we thank you!

Please be sure to send this link to everyone from your team who attended Championship- we are interested in gathering feedback from both students and mentors. As a reminder, please do not complete this survey if you did not attend Championship.  We also ask that students be at least 13 years old in order to participate.

Thank you for taking the time to provide your feedback, we truly appreciate it!

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Championship Survey
Thu 5/9/2013 2:50 PM
Greetings Teams:

Thank you for attending the 2013 FRC Championship!  We would greatly appreciate your feedback on this event.  Please take our survey:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H7LMZZ9, which will remain open until Friday, May 17th.   

Send this link to everyone from your team who attended Championship- we are interested in gathering feedback from both students and mentors.

Please do not fill out this survey if you did not attend Championship.  We also ask that students be at least 13 years old in order to participate.

Thank you for your assistance and congratulations on a successful season.  We look forward to seeing you next year!

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/TIMS now open for 2014 Season Pre-Registration/STIMS now open for 2014 Season/2013 Post Season Awards Order Form
Thu 5/9/2013 1:01 PM
Greetings Teams:

TIMS now open for 2014 Season Pre-Registration: Teams are now able to login and update their team profiles for the 2014 season in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. New rookie teams can also pre-register at this time. Completing the pre-registration process now will allow you to register for events quickly when event registration opens this fall! 

**Initial event registration opens September 26, 2013!**

STIMS now open for 2014 Season: The Student Team Information Member System (STIMS) is now open: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. Returning students can use their login information from last season; new students may register by clicking on the “New Student User” button. 

STIMS is where students apply to join their FRC team (students must re-apply each year), complete the 2014 electronic FIRST Consent and Release Form, and submit for specific FRC awards. 

2013 Post Season Awards Order Form: The 2013 Post Season Awards Order Form is available here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form. Teams may use this form to order additional trophies, medallions and pins. 

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP EMAIL**/Robots returning from the Championship
Thu 5/9/2013 10:41 AM
Greetings 2013 Championship Teams:

Robots returning from the Championship: Robots started shipping home from St. Louis the week after Championship, beginning with international teams (as they had the longest distance to travel) and those that requested early shipping in advance for participation in early off-season events.  Please keep in mind that the robots are shipping incrementally. 

At this time, we ask that teams refrain from contacting Shepard Exposition Services regarding the status of their shipment home from the Championship, as this only slows the process. Teams using FedEx Trade Networks (overseas teams) do not have tracking information at this time, but will soon. Status updates for these teams can be found by contacting frcteams@usfirst.org. 
If your team’s FedEx tracking number is not working, or if it is showing that your robot hasn’t moved for days, please contact frcteams@usfirst.org.  

FIRST is not in a position to expedite any shipping at this point in time or move any crate ahead of another.  As in past years, it can take several weeks for all robots to return home. We appreciate your patience!

Go 2013 Championship Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Post Season Award Order Form/Lost & Found Items
Thu 5/2/2013 10:52 AM
Greetings Teams:

2013 Post Season Award Order Form: Teams wishing to purchase trophies, medallions, pins and plaques may do so by downloading and completing the post season order form, which is available by clicking the “download order form” link on this page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form.  Please note: all sales will be completed through Crown Trophy.  If you have any questions regarding your order, please contact them directly at awards@crowntrophy18.com.

Lost and Found Items:  All lost and found items from regional events and Championship get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after our trucks return to FIRST Headquarters.

If you lost an item at a competition event and did not complete a lost and found form at the event, please email frcteams@usfirst.org with a description of your lost item(s).

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP EMAIL**/Division Lists now available/CMP Practice Field Policy update/Preliminary CMP Match Schedules/Wednesday Night Load In
Mon 4/22/2013 1:53 PM
Greetings Championship Teams:

We are looking forward to seeing all of you in St. Louis this week! As you pack all of your tools, clothes and important items, don’t forget to include your Gracious Professionalism®!

Championship Division Lists Now Available: Find out what Division your team is in!  Go to http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-event, and click on “Team List”.

Championship Practice Field Policy Update: Please read the following blog post: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-practice-fields-at-championship-we-hear-you for information on changes to the 2013 Championship Practice Field Policy. A revised policy is linked in the blog post.

Preliminary Championship Match Schedules: Preliminary Championship match schedules are available here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-share-your-first-story-and-preliminary-championship-match-schedules. Do not use these preliminary schedules at Championship as they are subject to change.  You will be receiving official schedules at Championship.

Wednesday Night Load In: 

FRC Team Load In will take place on 7th and 9th Streets from 4:00 pm until 8:30 pm:

· Teams will be allowed to drop off their Pit equipment, tools, etc. and team representatives;

· Teams cannot leave their vehicles parked on the street;

· Teams blocking the entrance of another team trying to offload will be asked to move immediately by the St. Louis Police Department or a member of the Event Staff;

· Teams are required to bring their own safety glasses.

FRC Pits Open at 4:00 pm and close at 8:30 pm:

· Five (5) FRC Team Representatives are allowed admittance;

· One (1) Team Representative must be an Adult;

· Four (4) Team Representatives may be students and or adults.

Robot Lock-Up Form:

· Teams may not unbag their robot until a Robot Inspector has signed off on their Robot Lock-Up Form.

Practice fields will not be open on Wednesday night. Teams should focus on getting through inspection. If you complete inspection on Wednesday and “have nothing to do”, please look for a team to help!
More information on Load In can be found in our A-Z Team Guide, which is available on our Championship Planning page:  http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-event. 

Don’t forget your Safety Glasses!  Everyone is required to wear Safety Glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to CMP, please remember to pack Safety Glasses for every Student and Mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra Safety Glasses on hand to loan, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough Safety Glasses for your entire team!
Finally, if you have any questions about the event, please don’t hesitate to contact Team Support at frcteams@usfirst.org or 800-871-8326, “0.”  

Go 2013 Championship Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 FIRST Scholarship Program, April Newsletter/Dean's List Finalists/2013 Post Season Award Order Form/Lost & Found Items
Tue 4/16/2013 3:06 PM
Greetings Teams:

2013 FIRST Scholarship Program, April Newsletter- Important Championship Information: http://www3.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_4-12-13.pdf.

Dean’s List Finalists: Congratulations to those selected as Dean’s List Finalists at this season’s Regionals and District Championships!  If you are a Dean’s List Finalist, please send an email to deanslist@usfirst.org advising if you will be attending the Championship in St. Louis and if so, will you be with or without your team.  You will be sent instructions as to what happens next in your quest to become a Dean’s List Winner.

2013 Post Season Award Order Form: Teams wishing to purchase trophies, medallions, pins and plaques may do so by downloading and completing the post season order form, which is available by clicking the “download order form” link on this page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form.  Please note: all sales will be completed through Crown Trophy.  If you have any questions regarding your order, please contact them directly at awards@crowntrophy18.com.

Lost and Found Items: All Lost and Found items from competition events get packed on our trucks and come back to FIRST Headquarters. All Lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship event (when all trucks return to FIRST Headquarters).

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 FIRST Scholarship Program, April Newsletter/Dean's List Finalists/2013 Post Season Award Order Form/Lost & Found Items
Tue 4/16/2013 3:31 PM
Greetings Teams:

2013 FIRST Scholarship Program, April Newsletter- Important Championship Information: http://www3.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_4-12-13.pdf.

Dean’s List Finalists: Congratulations to those selected as Dean’s List Finalists at this season’s Regionals and District Championships!  If you are a Dean’s List Finalist, please send an email to deanslist@usfirst.org advising if you will be attending the Championship in St. Louis and if so, will you be with or without your team.  You will be sent instructions as to what happens next in your quest to become a Dean’s List Winner.

2013 Post Season Award Order Form: Teams wishing to purchase trophies, medallions, pins and plaques may do so by downloading and completing the post season order form, which is available by clicking the “download order form” link on this page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form.  Please note: all sales will be completed through Crown Trophy.  If you have any questions regarding your order, please contact them directly at awards@crowntrophy18.com.

Lost and Found Items: All Lost and Found items from competition events get packed on our trucks and come back to FIRST Headquarters. All Lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship event (when all trucks return to FIRST Headquarters).

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP EMAIL**/CMP Planning/Don't forget your Safety Glasses/Robot Shipping
Mon 4/15/2013 4:00 PM
Greetings Championship Teams:

We are looking forward to seeing all of you in St. Louis next week!  

Please visit the Championship (CMP) planning section of our website for important event information http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-event. We update this page regularly, so check back periodically for new posts.

Don’t forget your Safety Glasses!  Everyone is required to wear safety glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to CMP, please remember to pack safety glasses for every student and mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra safety glasses on hand to loan, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough safety glasses for your entire team!

As you make plans to attend CMP, be aware the Wednesday night Pit open will include the opportunity to encrypt your radio, work on your robot, and get inspected.  Five (5) team members will be allowed in Wednesday night. At least one (1) must be an adult of post-high school status. Qualification matches start at 1:00 pm on Thursday—you will want your robot to have passed inspection by then!  Plan ahead to make sure you have all the necessary team members on hand. 

Robot Shipping: If you have not yet shipped your robot to Championship, you MUST do so immediately or it will not arrive on time. Remember, all teams must ship their robot crates to Championship; no team is allowed to carry their robots in.

Finally, if you have any questions about the event, please don’t hesitate to contact Team Support at frcteams@usfirst.org or 800-871-8326, “0.”  

Go 2013 Championship Teams!
FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Post Season Award Order Form/Lost & Found Items
Tue 4/9/2013 2:09 PM
Greetings Teams:

First and foremost, thank you all for participating in the 2013 FRC Competition Season. We hope all of our teams—Rookies and Veterans alike—worked hard, learned lots, and had FUN.  For those of you going to the Chesapeake Regional, MAR Region Championship and Michigan State Championship this week—good luck!

2013 Post Season Award Order Form: Teams wishing to purchase trophies, medallions, pins and plaques may do so by downloading and completing the post season order form, which is available by clicking the “download order form” link on this page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/post-season-order-form.  Please note: all sales will be completed through Crown Trophy.  If you have any questions regarding your order, please contact them directly at awards@crowntrophy18.com. 

Lost and Found Items:  All lost and found items from regional events get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship Event (when all trucks return to FIRST Headquarters). 

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Week Six Competition Event Survey
Fri 4/5/2013 1:22 PM
Greetings Teams:

We are interested in hearing about your team’s Week 6 FRC Competition Event experience. Please complete this survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6WY3J3K  to share your thoughts by Tuesday, April 9th. 

Send this link to everyone from your team who participated in a Week 6 Event – we are interested in gathering feedback from both mentors and students. 

Please do not complete this survey if you did not participate at a Week 6 Event as a mentor or student.

Thank you for your assistance. 

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Dean's List Finalists/Internship Opportunity/Welcome to Week Six!/Event Reminders
Tue 4/2/2013 2:26 PM
Greetings Teams:

Dean’s List Finalists: Congratulations to those selected as Dean’s List Finalists at the regionals and upcoming District Championships!  If you are a Dean’s List Finalist, please send an email to deanslist@usfirst.org advising if you will be attending the Championship in St. Louis and if so, will you be with or without your team.  You will be sent instructions as to what happens next in your quest to become a Dean’s List Winner.

Internship Opportunity: Looking for an early start on an engineer’s dream job? SpaceX, the world’s fastest growing provider of launch services into outer space, is offering 10-15 high school seniors the opportunity for preliminary acceptance to their highly selective Internship Program.  Applications are due on Monday, April 15th. For more information, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/2013-internship.

Welcome to Week Six!  As you are getting ready for your upcoming event(s), please review the important reminders below. 

Team Updates: Team Updates will be available every Tuesday through Championship. Team Updates can be found here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0.

Team Rosters and Consent & Release Forms: Please remember to print out your Team Roster!  When you go to check-in at your event(s), you will be asked to produce your Team Roster along with any hard-copy Consent & Release forms attached to the Roster itself.  Without these items, you will not be allowed to check-in!

Remember: Even if none of your team members completed an electronic Consent and Release form, you must still print out your Team Roster and physically pencil in the names of the students/mentors who provide hard-copies of the form.  If you cannot pencil in all the student names n to the space allotted on the printed Team Roster, you may attach an additional sheet with  the rest of the student names.  Also, don’t forget that each Mentor on the team must have completed a hard-copy or electronic version of the Consent and Release Form in order to gain entrance to the event!

Extended Team Support Hours: Team Support will be available on Saturdays during competition event weeks from 12:00-5:00 pm ET. For assistance, please call 1-800-871-8326 x 0.

Championship (CMP) Qualification: Please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria to see a full listing of the merit based qualifying criteria.

Championship Registration process: 
1. If your team qualifies at a competition event to attend the CMP, you will automatically be moved to the CMP waitlist the Monday following your event.

2. On or before Tuesday @ 5:00 pm ET following your event, please contact the Finance department via email at ar@usfirst.org or by phone (800) 871-8326 ext. 563 to make payment arrangements. Payment arrangements can be made by Check, Credit Card, Purchase Order from school or Commitment Letter from Corporate Sponsor. One of these forms must be received by the Tuesday following the qualifying regional by 5:00 pm ET. Commitment Letters and Purchase Orders must be paid to FIRST by check or credit card prior to Friday, April 12, 2013 for Regional events and Tuesday, April 16, 2013 for District Events.

IMPORTANT - If you do not register by the Tuesday deadline, your team will be removed from the waitlist and ineligible to register for the CMP (i.e., your spot will not beheld past the Tuesday deadline!)

Championship Open Wait List: We will release any available FIRST Championship open wait list slots to wait listed teams as we become comfortable that all merit-based qualifying teams (teams winning awards at 2013 events that qualify them to go to Championship) are being accommodated. Your team will be contacted directly if an open wait list slot becomes available.

Robot Transportation to Championship
All teams must ship their robot to the Championship no later than the Thursday following their final competition event.  FIRST has provided the Pit Administration Supervisor with FedEx bills of lading, instructions on shipping, and information on the Drayage location for Championship for teams that have not already received donated shipping documents. Please note teams that have already received a Bag and Tag shipping exemption do not qualify for a donated FedEx Bill of lading to Championship.  

DO NOT ship your robot to the Championship event unless you qualify at your regional event! Teams not registered for the Championship will be responsible for all costs associated with shipping their robot to and from the Championship. Only teams officially registered to attend the Championship will have their shipments home covered by the FedEx Donation.

Other Event Reminders: 
Don’t forget your safety glasses! As most of you know, everyone is required to wear safety glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to your event(s), please remember to pack safety glasses for every student and mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra safety glasses on hand, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough safety Glasses for your entire team!

Please review the Safety Manual! You can view the Safety Manual here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/safety-video-and-manual. It is important that teams obey all safety items, including wearing closed toe shoes, wearing gloves when necessary and practicing safe lifting techniques.

Do not save seats. It is not fair to other teams or to the public guests we hope to interest as team sponsors or volunteers.

Respect boundaries in the Pit area! Please be respectful of your fellow FRC teams by being aware of how much space your team is using in the Pit area.  Per Manual Section 4.8.2.3 , every team is usually allocated a 10’x10’x10’ Pit space.  Please be conscious of how much space your team is using in order to allow adequate workspace for your neighboring teams, and to ensure overall safety for everyone. We appreciate your Gracious Professionalism®!
Lost and Found Items: All Lost and Found items get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship Event (when all trucks are back in Manchester).

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Welcome to Week Five/Team Update/Event Reminders
Tue 3/26/2013 5:04 PM
Greetings Teams:

Welcome to Week Five!  As you are getting ready for your upcoming event(s), please review the important reminders below. 

Team Update: FRC will be moving Judges’ Award, Rookie All-Star, and Rookie Inspiration to the Divisional Level at Championship. This will provide more recognition at the Divisional level while allowing the Championship level awards to be more focused.  For details, please visit: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0.
Team Updates will be available every Tuesday through Championship. Team Updates can be found here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0.

Team Rosters and Consent & Release Forms: Please remember to print out your Team Roster!  When you go to check-in at your event(s), you will be asked to produce your Team Roster along with any hard-copy Consent & Release forms attached to the Roster itself.  Without these items, you will not be allowed to check-in!

Remember: Even if none of your team members completed an electronic Consent and Release form, you must still print out your Team Roster and physically pencil in the names of the students/mentors who provide hard-copies of the form.  If you cannot pencil in all the student names n to the space allotted on the printed Team Roster, you may attach an additional sheet with the rest of the student names.  Also, don’t forget that each Mentor on the team must have completed a hard-copy or electronic version of the Consent and Release Form in order to gain entrance to the event!

Extended Team Support Hours: Team Support will be available on Saturdays during competition event weeks from 12:00-5:00 pm ET. For assistance, please call 1-800-871-8326 x 0.

Championship (CMP) Qualification: Please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria to see a full listing of the merit based qualifying criteria.

Championship Registration process: 
1. If your team qualifies at a competition event to attend the CMP, you will automatically be moved to the CMP waitlist the Monday following your event.

2. On or before Tuesday @ 5:00 pm ET following your event, please contact the Finance department via email at ar@usfirst.org or by phone (800) 871-8326 ext. 563 to make payment arrangements.  Payment arrangements can be made by Check, Credit Card, Purchase Order from school or Commitment Letter from Corporate Sponsor. One of these forms must be received by the Tuesday following the qualifying regional by 5:00 pm ET. Commitment Letters and Purchase Orders must be paid to FIRST by check or credit card prior to Friday, April 12, 2013 for Regional events and Tuesday, April 16, 2013 for District Events.

IMPORTANT - If you do not register by the Tuesday deadline, your team will be removed from the waitlist and ineligible to register for the CMP (i.e., your spot will not be held past the Tuesday deadline!)

Championship Open Wait List: We will release any available FIRST Championship open wait list slots to wait listed teams as we become comfortable that all merit-based qualifying teams (teams winning awards at 2013 events that qualify them to go to Championship) are being accommodated. Your team will be contacted directly if an open wait list slot becomes available.

Robot Transportation to Championship
All teams must ship their robot to the Championship no later than the Thursday following their final competition event.  FIRST has provided the Pit Administration Supervisor with FedEx bills of lading, instructions on shipping, and information on the Drayage location for Championship for teams that have not already received donated shipping documents. Please note teams that have already received a Bag and Tag shipping exemption do not qualify for a donated FedEx Bill of lading to Championship.  

DO NOT ship your robot to the Championship event unless you qualify at your regional event! Teams not registered for the Championship will be responsible for all costs associated with shipping their robot to and from the Championship. Only teams officially registered to attend the Championship will have their shipments home covered by the FedEx Donation.

Other Event Reminders: 
Don’t forget your safety glasses! As most of you know, everyone is required to wear safety glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to your event(s), please remember to pack safety glasses for every student and mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra safety glasses on hand, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough safety Glasses for your entire team!

Please review the Safety Manual! You can view the Safety Manual here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/safety-video-and-manual. It is important that teams obey all safety items, including wearing closed toe shoes, wearing gloves when necessary and practicing safe lifting techniques.

Do not save seats. It is not fair to other teams or to the public guests we hope to interest as team sponsors or volunteers.

Respect boundaries in the Pit area! Please be respectful of your fellow FRC teams by being aware of how much space your team is using in the Pit area.  Per Manual Section 4.8.2.3 , every team is usually allocated a 10’x10’x10’ Pit space.  Please be conscious of how much space your team is using in order to allow adequate workspace for your neighboring teams, and to ensure overall safety for everyone.  We appreciate your Gracious Professionalism®!
Lost and Found Items:  All Lost and Found items get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship Event (when all trucks are back in Manchester).

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Award Submission Reminder/Welcome to Week Four/Event Reminders
Tue 3/19/2013 11:21 AM
Greetings Teams:

Award Submission Reminder: The deadline to submit for the Media and Technology Innovation Award sponsored by Comcast is Friday, 3/22/13 at 12 pm (noon) ET via STIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. Details on the Award are available in Section 6 of the FRC Administrative Manual: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org. 

Welcome to Week Four!  As you are getting ready for your upcoming event(s), please review the important reminders below. 

Team Updates: Team Updates will be available every Tuesday through Championship. Team Updates can be found here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0.

Team Rosters and Consent & Release Forms: Please remember to print out your Team Roster!  When you go to check-in at your event(s), you will be asked to produce your Team Roster along with any hard-copy Consent & Release forms attached to the Roster itself.  Without these items, you will not be allowed to check-in!

Remember: Even if none of your team members completed an electronic Consent and Release form, you must still print out your Team Roster and physically pencil in the names of the students/mentors who provide hard-copies of the form.  If you cannot pencil in all the student names n to the space allotted on the printed Team Roster, you may attach an additional sheet with the rest of the student names.  Also, don’t forget that each Mentor on the team must have completed a hard-copy or electronic version of the Consent and Release Form in order to gain entrance to the event!

Extended Team Support Hours: Team Support will be available on Saturdays during competition event weeks from 12:00-5:00 pm ET. For assistance, please call 1-800-871-8326 x 0.

Championship (CMP) Qualification: Please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria to see a full listing of the merit based qualifying criteria.

Championship Registration process: 
1. If your team qualifies at a competition event to attend the CMP, you will automatically be moved to the CMP waitlist the Monday following your event.

2. On or before Tuesday @ 5:00 pm ET following your event, please contact the Finance department via email at ar@usfirst.org or by phone (800) 871-8326 ext. 563 to make payment arrangements.  Payment arrangements can be made by Check, Credit Card, Purchase Order from school or Commitment Letter from Corporate Sponsor. One of these forms must be received by the Tuesday following the qualifying regional by 5:00 pm ET. Commitment Letters and Purchase Orders must be paid to FIRST by check or credit card prior to Friday, April 12, 2013 for Regional events and Tuesday, April 16, 2013 for District Events.

IMPORTANT - If you do not register by the Tuesday deadline, your team will be removed from the waitlist and ineligible to register for the CMP (i.e., your spot will not be held past the Tuesday deadline!)

Championship Open Wait List: We will release any available FIRST Championship open wait list slots to wait listed teams as we become comfortable that all merit-based qualifying teams (teams winning awards at 2013 events that qualify them to go to Championship) are being accommodated. Your team will be contacted directly if an open wait list slot becomes available.

Robot Transportation to Championship
All teams must ship their robot to the Championship no later than the Thursday following their final competition event.  FIRST has provided the Pit Administration Supervisor with FedEx bills of lading, instructions on shipping, and information on the Drayage location for Championship for teams that have not already received donated shipping documents. Please note teams that have already received a Bag and Tag shipping exemption do not qualify for a donated FedEx Bill of lading to Championship.  

DO NOT ship your robot to the Championship event unless you qualify at your regional event! Teams not registered for the Championship will be responsible for all costs associated with shipping their robot to and from the Championship. Only teams officially registered to attend the Championship will have their shipments home covered by the FedEx Donation.

Other Event Reminders: 
Don’t forget your safety glasses! As most of you know, everyone is required to wear safety glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to your event(s), please remember to pack safety glasses for every student and mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra safety glasses on hand, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough safety Glasses for your entire team!

Please review the Safety Manual! You can view the Safety Manual here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/safety-video-and-manual. It is important that teams obey all safety items, including wearing closed toe shoes, wearing gloves when necessary and practicing safe lifting techniques.

Do not save seats. It is not fair to other teams or to the public guests we hope to interest as team sponsors or volunteers.

Respect boundaries in the Pit area! Please be respectful of your fellow FRC teams by being aware of how much space your team is using in the Pit area.  Per Manual Section 4.8.2.3 , every team is usually allocated a 10’x10’x10’ Pit space.  Please be conscious of how much space your team is using in order to allow adequate workspace for your neighboring teams, and to ensure overall safety for everyone.  We appreciate your Gracious Professionalism®!
Lost and Found Items:  All Lost and Found items get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship Event (when all trucks are back in Manchester).

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 FIRST Scholarship Program March Newsletter/Fundraising Toolkit/Welcome to Week Three/Team Updates/Event Reminders
Tue 3/12/2013 4:27 PM
Greetings Teams:

2013 FIRST Scholarship Program, March Newsletter: http://www3.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_3-12-13.pdf. 

Fundraising Toolkit: In Fall 2012, FIRST received a grant to develop a FIRST Fundraising Toolkit. This toolkit will provide materials to help teams fundraise money in order to participate in FIRST. 

As part of this project, we are looking for FRC teams to share their successful fundraising best practices, events, and techniques with FIRST to help the greater FIRST community. We would specifically like to know: 

· How does your team hold a successful fundraiser? 

· What fundraising best practices can you share? 

· How has your local community gotten involved with team fundraisers? 

Please email Renee Becker, the FIRST Fundraising Toolkit Coordinator, at rbecker@usfirst.org the answers to the above questions. 

Thank you for your support! 

Welcome to Week Three!  As you are getting ready for your upcoming event(s), please review the important reminders below. 

Team Updates: Team Updates will be available every Tuesday through Championship. Team Updates can be found here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0.

Team Rosters and Consent & Release Forms: Please remember to print out your Team Roster!  When you go to check-in at your event(s), you will be asked to produce your Team Roster along with any hard-copy Consent & Release forms attached to the Roster itself.  Without these items, you will not be allowed to check-in!

Remember: Even if none of your team members completed an electronic Consent and Release form, you must still print out your Team Roster and physically pencil in the names of the students/mentors who provide hard-copies of the form.  If you cannot pencil in all the student names n to the space allotted on the printed Team Roster, you may attach an additional sheet with the rest of the student names.  Also, don’t forget that each Mentor on the team must have completed a hard-copy or electronic version of the Consent and Release Form in order to gain entrance to the event!

Extended Team Support Hours: Team Support will be available on Saturdays during competition event weeks from 12:00-5:00 pm ET. For assistance, please call 1-800-871-8326 x 0.

Championship (CMP) Qualification: Please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria to see a full listing of the merit based qualifying criteria.

Championship Registration process: 
1. If your team qualifies at a competition event to attend the CMP, you will automatically be moved to the CMP waitlist the Monday following your event.

2. On or before Tuesday @ 5:00 pm ET following your event, please contact the Finance department via email at ar@usfirst.org or by phone (800) 871-8326 ext. 563 to make payment arrangements.  Payment arrangements can be made by Check, Credit Card, Purchase Order from school or Commitment Letter from Corporate Sponsor. One of these forms must be received by the Tuesday following the qualifying regional by 5:00 pm ET. Commitment Letters and Purchase Orders must be paid to FIRST by check or credit card prior to Friday, April 12, 2013 for Regional events and Tuesday, April 16, 2013 for District Events.

IMPORTANT - If you do not register by the Tuesday deadline, your team will be removed from the waitlist and ineligible to register for the CMP (i.e., your spot will not be held past the Tuesday deadline!).

Robot Transportation to the Championship
All teams must ship their robot to the Championship no later than the Thursday following their final competition event.  FIRST has provided the Pit Administration Supervisor with FedEx bills of lading, instructions on shipping, and information on the Drayage location for Championship for teams that have not already received donated shipping documents. Please note teams that have already received a Bag and Tag shipping exemption do not qualify for a donated FedEx Bill of lading to Championship.  

DO NOT ship your robot to the Championship event unless you qualify at your regional event! Teams not registered for the Championship will be responsible for all costs associated with shipping their robot to and from the Championship. Only teams officially registered to attend the Championship will have their shipments home covered by the FedEx Donation.

Other Event Reminders: 
Don’t forget your safety glasses! As most of you know, everyone is required to wear safety glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to your event(s), please remember to pack safety glasses for every student and mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra safety glasses on hand, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough safety Glasses for your entire team!

Please review the Safety Manual! You can view the Safety Manual here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/safety-video-and-manual. It is important that teams obey all safety items, including wearing closed toe shoes, wearing gloves when necessary and practicing safe lifting techniques.

Do not save seats. It is not fair to other teams or to the public guests we hope to interest as team sponsors or volunteers.

Respect boundaries in the Pit area! Please be respectful of your fellow FRC teams by being aware of how much space your team is using in the Pit area.  Per Manual Section 4.8.2.3 , every team is usually allocated a 10’x10’x10’ Pit space.  Please be conscious of how much space your team is using in order to allow adequate workspace for your neighboring teams, and to ensure overall safety for everyone.  We appreciate your Gracious Professionalism®!
Lost and Found Items:  All Lost and Found items get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship Event (when all trucks are back in Manchester).

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
V 1(800)871-8326
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Welcome to Week Two/Shipping & Drayage Information for Bag & Tag Exemption Teams/Team Updates/Event Reminders
Tue 3/5/2013 3:54 PM
Greetings Teams:

Welcome to Week Two!  As you are getting ready for your upcoming event(s), please review the important reminders below.  

Shipping & Drayage Information for Bag & Tag Exemption Teams: Teams approved for bag & tag exemptions that are still waiting for their shipping & drayage information will be receiving it shortly. An email will be sent to the team’s Main, Alternate and Shipping Contacts in the coming weeks with the exact address that you will ship your robot to, along with the date to ship on. Team Support strategically plans when to send this information so your team ships at the appropriate time. We appreciate your patience while waiting for this information.

Team Updates: Team Updates will be available every Tuesday through Championship. Team Updates can be found here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0.

Team Rosters and Consent & Release Forms: Please remember to print out your Team Roster!  When you go to check-in at your event(s), you will be asked to produce your Team Roster along with any hard-copy Consent & Release forms attached to the Roster itself.  Without these items, you will not be allowed to check-in!

Remember: Even if none of your team members completed an electronic Consent and Release form, you must still print out your Team Roster and physically pencil in the names of the students/mentors who provide hard-copies of the form.  If you cannot pencil in all the student names in to the space allotted on the printed Team Roster, you may attach an additional sheet with the rest of the student names.  Also, don’t forget that each Mentor on the team must have completed a hard-copy or electronic version of the Consent and Release Form in order to gain entrance to the event!

Extended Team Support Hours: Team Support will be available on Saturdays during competition event weeks from 12:00-5:00 pm EST. For assistance, please call 1-800-871-8326 x 0.

Championship (CMP) Qualification: Please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria to see a full listing of the merit based qualifying criteria.

Championship Registration process: 
1. If your team qualifies at a competition event to attend the CMP, you will automatically be moved to the CMP waitlist the Monday following your event.

2. On or before Tuesday @ 5:00 pm EST following your event, please contact the Finance department via email at ar@usfirst.org or by phone (800) 871-8326 ext. 563 to make payment arrangements.  Payment arrangements can be made by Check, Credit Card, Purchase Order from school or Commitment Letter from Corporate Sponsor. One of these forms must be received by the Tuesday following the qualifying regional by 5:00 pm EST. Commitment Letters and Purchase Orders must be paid to FIRST by check or credit card prior to Friday, April 12, 2013 for Regional events and Tuesday, April 16, 2013 for District Events.

IMPORTANT - If you do not register by the Tuesday deadline, your team will be removed from the waitlist and ineligible to register for the CMP (i.e., your spot will not be held past the Tuesday deadline!).

Robot Transportation to the Championship
All teams must ship their robot to the Championship no later than the Thursday following their final competition event.  FIRST has provided the Pit Administration Supervisor with FedEx bills of lading, instructions on shipping, and information on the Drayage location for Championship for teams that have not already received donated shipping documents. Please note teams that have already received a Bag and Tag shipping exemption do not qualify for a donated FedEx Bill of lading to Championship.  

DO NOT ship your robot to the Championship event unless you qualify at your regional event! Teams not registered for the Championship will be responsible for all costs associated with shipping their robot to and from the Championship. Only teams officially registered to attend the Championship will have their shipments home covered by the FedEx Donation.

Other Event Reminders: 
Don’t forget your safety glasses! As most of you know, everyone is required to wear safety glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to your event(s), please remember to pack safety glasses for every student and mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra safety glasses on hand, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough safety Glasses for your entire team!

Please review the Safety Manual! You can view the Safety Manual here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/safety-video-and-manual. It is important that teams obey all safety items, including wearing closed toe shoes, wearing gloves when necessary and practicing safe lifting techniques.

Do not save seats. It is not fair to other teams or to the public guests we hope to interest as team sponsors or volunteers.

Respect boundaries in the Pit area! Please be respectful of your fellow FRC teams by being aware of how much space your team is using in the Pit area.  Per Manual Section 4.8.2.3 , every team is usually allocated a 10’x10’x10’ Pit space.  Please be conscious of how much space your team is using in order to allow adequate workspace for your neighboring teams, and to ensure overall safety for everyone.  We appreciate your Gracious Professionalism®!
Lost and Found Items:  All Lost and Found items get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship Event (when all trucks are back in Manchester).

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Week One of the FRC 2013 Competition Events/Team Updates/Team Rosters and Consent & Release Forms/Extended Team Support Hours/CMP Qualification/Event Reminders
Tue 2/26/2013 4:03 PM
Greetings Teams:

And they’re off! The time has come - this Thursday, 2/28/13 kicks off Week One of the FRC 2013 Competition Events!  Best of luck to all of our FRC teams! 

Email Blasts each TUESDAY during event season: Please note that in an effort to get important information out to teams in a timely fashion during the competition season, we will send out our weekly email blasts on Tuesdays instead of each Thursday.  Don’t forget to check your email and the News & Email Blasts Page (http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/emailblastarchive.aspx) early and often for the latest FRC News!  

Team Updates: Team Updates will be available every Tuesday through Championship. Team Updates can be found here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0.
Team Rosters and Consent & Release Forms: With Week One upon us, we must remind everyone to print out your Team Roster!  When you go to check-in at your event(s), you will be asked to produce your Team Roster along with any hard-copy Consent & Release forms attached to the Roster itself.  Without these items, you will not be allowed to check-in!

Remember: Even if none of your team members completed an electronic Consent and Release form, you must still print out your Team Roster and physically pencil in the names of the students/mentors who provide hard-copies of the form.  If you cannot pencil in all the student names in to the space allotted on the printed Team Roster, you may attach an additional sheet with the rest of the student names.  Also, don’t forget that each Mentor on the team must have completed a hard-copy or electronic version of the Consent and Release Form in order to gain entrance to the event!

Extended Team Support Hours: Team Support will be available on Saturdays during competition event weeks from 12:00-5:00 pm EST. For assistance, please call 1-800-871-8326 x 0.

Championship (CMP) Qualification: Please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria to see a full listing of the merit based qualifying criteria.

Championship Registration process: 

1. If your team qualifies at a competition event to attend the CMP, you will automatically be moved to the CMP waitlist the Monday following your event.

2. On or before Tuesday @ 5:00 pm EST following your event, please contact the Finance department via email at ar@usfirst.org or by phone (800) 871-8326 ext. 563 to make payment arrangements.  Payment arrangements can be made by Check, Credit Card, Purchase Order from school or Commitment Letter from Corporate Sponsor. One of these forms must be received by the Tuesday following the qualifying regional by 5:00 pm EST. Commitment Letters and Purchase Orders must be paid to FIRST by check or credit card prior to Friday, April 12, 2013 for Regional events and Tuesday, April 16, 2013 for District Events.

3. IMPORTANT - If you do not register by the Tuesday deadline, your team will be removed from the waitlist and ineligible to register for the CMP (i.e., your spot will not be held past the Tuesday deadline!).

Robot Transportation to the Championship

All teams must ship their robot to the Championship no later than the Thursday following their final competition event.  FIRST has provided the Pit Administration Supervisor with FedEx bills of lading, instructions on shipping, and information on the Drayage location for Championship for teams that have not already received donated shipping documents. Please note teams that have already received a Bag and Tag shipping exemption do not qualify for a donated FedEx Bill of lading to Championship.   

DO NOT ship your robot to the Championship event unless you qualify at your regional event! Teams not registered for the Championship will be responsible for all costs associated with shipping their robot to and from the Championship. Only teams officially registered to attend the Championship will have their shipments home covered by the FedEx Donation.
Other Event Reminders: 

· Don’t forget your safety glasses!  As most of you know, everyone is required to wear safety glasses at all times in the Pit area.  When you are packing up to go to your event(s), please remember to pack safety glasses for every student and mentor who will be in the Pit area.  FIRST has only a limited supply of extra safety glasses on hand, so we appreciate your efforts to supply enough safety Glasses for your entire team!

· Please review the Safety Manual! You can view the Safety Manual here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/safety-video-and-manual. It is important that teams obey all safety items, including wearing closed toe shoes, wearing gloves when necessary and practicing safe lifting techniques.
· Do not save seats. It is not fair to other teams or to the public guests we hope to interest as team sponsors or volunteers. 

· Respect boundaries in the Pit area!  Please be respectful of your fellow FRC teams by being aware of how much space your team is using in the Pit area.  Per Manual Section 4.8.2.3 , every team is usually allocated a 10’x10’x10’ Pit space.  Please be conscious of how much space your team is using in order to allow adequate workspace for your neighboring teams, and to ensure overall safety for everyone.  We appreciate your Gracious Professionalism®!
· Lost and Found Items:  All Lost and Found items get packed on our trucks and return to FIRST headquarters.  All lost item requests will be addressed after the Championship Event (when all trucks are back in Manchester).

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Media Technology Innovation Award sponsored by Comcast
Mon 2/18/2013 10:49 AM
Greetings Teams:

Media Technology Innovation Award sponsored by Comcast: Please refer to the FRC Blog: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-information-about-the-new-media-and-technology-innovation-award for information on the Media Technology Innovation Award sponsored by Comcast. Submissions will be accepted from 3/1/13- 3/22/13 via STIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. Additional submission details will be posted in the Administrative Manual shortly. 

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Awards Clarification
Thu 2/14/2013 3:24 PM
Greetings Teams:

There was an error in today’s FRC email blast regarding 2013 FRC Award submissions. 

Please note: There is no FRC Website Award this year. 

In addition to the Chairman’s Award and Woodie Flowers Award submissions, Entrepreneurship Award submissions are due via STIMS on 2/21/13 @ 12 pm (noon) ET.

We apologize for the miscommunication.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Robot Stop Build Day Tuesday, 2/19/13/Important deadlines/FRC Blog/2013 FIRST Scholarship opportunity updates
Thu 2/14/2013 11:06 AM
Greetings Teams:

ROBOT STOP BUILD DAY IS NEXT TUESDAY, 2/19/13! On this day, your team MUST stop work on your robot and seal it in the bag provided in your Kit of Parts (KoP), with the tag from your KoP. You may work on your robot until midnight local time, but the seal must be on the bag when the clock strikes midnight!
Is your team ready? Have you:
· Located and printed the Robot Lock-Up form? 
· Called or emailed Team Support with any questions or concerns?

Important Deadlines:

Award Submission (via STIMS):

· Website Award: 2/21/13 @ 12 pm (noon) ET
· Chairman's Award: 2/21/13 @ 12 pm (noon) ET
· Woodie Flowers Award: 2/21/13 @ 12 pm (noon) ET
Award Submission (via TIMS):

· Dean’s List Award: 2/21/13 @12 pm (noon) ET
FIRST Future Innovator Award Submission (via http://www.allthingspatent.com/FRC/): 2/21/13 @ 12 pm (noon) ET 
FRC Blog: There have been several important updates posted on the FRC Blog recently. Please review a recent post on wireless security here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-wireless-security-karthik-at-tedx-and-a-pop-safety-quiz. In case you missed last month’s important blog about safety and the announcement of our Safety Animation Award winner – you can find it here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-safety-safety-safety. 

2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunity Updates:  Find out about new scholarships, and all FIRST Scholarships with deadlines in March at: http://www.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_2-14-13.pdf
Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Award submission reminder/Robot Stop Build Day 2/19/13/FRC Blog/Travel discount programs for FRC Teams/FIRST Virtual Technical Advisor/Message from Autodesk
Thu 2/7/2013 10:09 AM
Greetings Teams:

Award Submission Reminder: Don’t forget that submissions for the Chairman's Award, Woodie Flower's Award and Entrepreneurship Award are due by Thursday, 2/21/13 at 12:00 pm (noon) EST in STIMS. Additionally, Dean’s List Award submissions are due in TIMS by Thursday, 2/21/13 at 12:00 pm (noon) EST. Teams are encouraged to review how to submit for awards before the deadline, as no late submissions will be accepted after the 12:00 pm deadline on 2/21/13. Read more about all FRC awards here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org.

Robot Stop Build Day- Tuesday, 2/19/13: On this day, your team MUST stop work on your robot and seal it in the bag provided in your Kit of Parts (KoP), with the tag from your KoP. You may work on your robot until midnight local time, but the seal must be on the bag when the clock strikes midnight! You will also need to complete the Robot Lock-Up form: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/upload/pdfs/2012/12/Robot_Lockup_form_v3-0%2011.20.12.pdf. Please note: Robot Lock-Up forms will be inspected upon arrival at your event. Details on the process are available in section 5 of the Administrative Manual- Robot Transportation: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/.

FRC Blog: Please review the FRC Blog: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-mandatory-team-update-and-axis-m1013-camera for information on a mandatory Team Update.
Airline and Car Rental Discount Programs for FRC Teams: For information about these travel discounts, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/travel-discounts. 

FIRST® Virtual Technical Advisor: Are you looking for help with your robot? Do you have technical experience and want to help a team? We have the solution! FIRST Virtual Technical Advisor (VTA) is here to help! Sign up to find/give support from anywhere in the world! https://my.usfirst.org/FIRSTPortal/Login/Virtual_login.aspx.

Message from Autodesk: Check out Phil's third webinar, where he completes the drive base kit by adding the Toughbox Mini assembly. Phil also reviews how to share your robot design using Autodesk Design Review and Autodesk Inventor Publisher. You can view these and other entries throughout the season on Phil’s Autodesk Inventor FRC blog. 

Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Payments for additional Regional events & Championship due 1/25/13/Important payment terms reminder/Award submission reminders/Message from Autodesk
Thu 1/24/2013 4:01 PM
Greetings Teams:

Payments for Additional Regional Events & Championship Deadline: Payments for additional Regional events and Championship are due this Friday, 1/25/13. If you have the funding but it will not be received by 5:00 pm EST on Friday, 1/25/13, please email ar@usfirst.org to inform us that it is on its way.

Important Payment Terms Reminder: A paid team may withdraw without penalty from additional Regional registration or the FIRST Championship registration prior to this Friday’s payment deadline of 1/25/13. Once this deadline has passed, FIRST cannot refund additional Regional registration payments unless the event is at the published capacity on the date of the scheduled event. Full capacity would not include the withdrawing team. For complete details on the 2013 payment terms, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-payment-terms. 

Award Submission Reminders: Don’t forget that submissions for the Chairman's award, Woodie Flower's award and Entrepreneurship award are due by Thursday, 2/21/13 at 12:00 pm (noon) EST in STIMS.  Additionally, Dean’s List Award submissions are due in TIMS by Thursday, 2/21/13 at 12:00 pm (noon) EST. Read more about all FRC Awards here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org. 

Message from Autodesk—Creating Assemblies in Autodesk Inventor:

This week Phil we be creating assemblies in Autodesk Inventor. Phil will review the assembly environment and give tips and tricks on the quickest way to assemble parts.

We will also be posting the first of 4 webinars. In this webinar Phil will assemble the chassis using parts downloaded from the kit of parts.

You can see these and other entries, throughout the season on Phil’s Autodesk Inventor FRC blog. 

Best of luck to all FRC teams!

Autodesk FRC Team Support

Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Payments for additional Regional Events & Championship Deadline 1/25/13/2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunity Updates/Team Updates/ FRC Blog/FIRST Virtual Technical Advisor/Consent & Release
Thu 1/17/2013 12:08 PM
Greetings Teams:

Payments for Additional Regional Events & Championship Deadline: Payments for additional regional events and Championship are due Friday, 1/25/13 – please confirm with FIRST Finance you have the funding for the events for which you are registered,  if they are not paid at this time. If you do not have the funding, please email ar@usfirst.org as to your status. We do have a waitlist of teams wanting to go to specific events, so if you do not have the funding to attend please let us know so we can give another team the opportunity.

2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunity Updates:  Find out about recently confirmed scholarships, the new Bart Kamen FIRST Memorial Scholarship Fund, and all FIRST Scholarships with deadlines in February.  See all at: http://www.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_1-17-13.pdf.

Team Updates: Team Updates will be available every Tuesday and Friday through Thursday, 2/14/13, then every Tuesday through Championship. Team Updates can be found here: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/Updates/0. 

FRC Blog: Please visit the FRC Blog: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-team-update-1-15-2013 for important information on a recent Team Update.

FIRST® Virtual Technical Advisor: Are you looking for help with your robot? Do you have technical experience and want to help a team? We have the solution! FIRST Virtual Technical Advisor (VTA) is here to help! Sign up to find/give support from anywhere in the world! https://my.usfirst.org/FIRSTPortal/Login/Virtual_login.aspx.

Consent and Release Forms: If you haven’t done so already, please consider which 2013 FIRST Consent and Release form your team members will be submitting this season.  Remember, if you choose to submit the electronic Consent and Release form you will only need to do so once to attend the 2013 FRC competition events. Students and their parents access the electronic form in STIMS; adult mentors in TIMS).

If anyone on your team opts to submit a hard-copy Consent and Release form instead, please download at: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form and follow instructions for submission located in the “Process Overview Document”. 

If team members submitted hard-copy Consent and Release forms for Kickoff, please note that they will need to supply another hard-copy Consent and Release form for your team’s competition event. Electronic Consent and Release forms do not need to be resubmitted.

Michigan (FiM) and MAR (Mid-Atlantic Robotics) teams will find instructions specific to their Consent and Release form submissions in the “process overview document” as well.

Print your Team Roster! No matter which method you choose (electronic or hard-copy), you MUST print off your Team Roster from TIMS and bring it with you to your initial competition event. To print the Team Roster:

1)  On the Team Summary page in TIMS, scroll down to the “Student/Roster” field.

2)  Click “View” next to Team Roster.

3) Click Printable Roster.

4) If you have any students/mentors who are providing hard-copy forms, please write in their names on the printed roster and attach their Consent and Release forms.

For more information about the 2013 Consent and Release form, including FAQs and a helpful process overview, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form. 

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Battery Connector Issue
Tue 1/15/2013 10:03 AM
Greetings Teams:

Battery Connector Issue: An important message was posted on the FRC Blog yesterday regarding an issue with some of the battery connectors supplied in the Kit of Parts and FIRST Choice. Please review the information posted here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-battery-connector-issue as this issue could cause robot damage.

Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Replacement Parts Requests Deadline Sunday 1/13/13 @ 12 noon EST/FRC Manual Q&A System/FRC Blog/Message from Autodesk
Thu 1/10/2013 12:17 PM
Greetings Teams:
Replacement Parts Requests Deadline: Sunday, 1/13/13 at 12 pm (noon) EST: If your team has determined that you are missing a part(s), or need a replacement part(s), you must use the FIRST “Replacement Parts Request” system to order replacements.
To begin the process of submitting a Replacement Parts Request, team Main or Alternate contacts will:
1. Login to TIMS;
2. On the right side of the Team Summary page, under the "What’s New" header, click on the link to "Submit a Replacement Parts Request HERE";
3. Follow TIMS instructions to complete a Replacement Parts Request.
VERY IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!!
This is a "one time only" opportunity to submit a Replacement Parts Request. Please make sure your request is both accurate and complete prior to pressing the "Confirm Request" button.
Once the request is submitted and confirmed, there can be no changes to it.
Replacement Parts Requests will be processed and shipped to teams in a timely manner. Please make sure your Shipping Contact’s information is accurate and complete in TIMS as this is to whom the parts will be shipped.
Please note the system will not allow teams to request a quantity of parts higher than the number originally sent with the Kit of Parts. This system is also not to be used to order additional or purchased parts.
FRC Manual Q & A System: FIRST recognizes that teams may have questions about game rules, robot construction, event logistics, and more. FIRST asks that teams use the Question & Answer System (Q&A) to post questions pertaining to a specific section within the 2013 FRC Game Manual.  Your posted questions will be reviewed by the appropriate moderator and answered in a timely manner (usually within 2-3 business days). The 2013 Q&A System, http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/game-q-and-a, is now open.
In order to access the Q&A System, your team’s specific login info can be found on the Team Summary page in your TIMS record. Please assign one individual from your team to act as the team rules expert and only share your team's unique username and password with him/her. This team rules expert should be the only person responsible for posting questions to the Q&A System.
Before posting a question on the Q&A System, we encourage teams to look for the answers to questions first within the 2013 FRC Game Manual and Team Updates. You can review these documents here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/game-and-season-info. 
FRC Blog: Please visit the FRC Blog for information regarding the Safety Manual and Classmate Images: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-safety-classmate-image-and-questions-i-wont-be-answering. 
Message from Autodesk: Autodesk FRC 2013 Kit of Parts and Blog – Now Live!
Autodesk is excited to announce that the 2013 FRC Kit of Parts is now available for download from the Resources tab at the autodesk.com/FIRST page. The Kit of Parts is available in both Autodesk Inventor 2013 format and STEP format. 
In an effort to support teams as they dive into the design process, our friend Phil Dollan will be creating blog entries on the following topics:
Downloading the Kit of Parts - Review the location on the website and how to apply the filters to access 2013 and previous years.
Managing Data - Manage data using project files, review directory structure, storing data on Autodesk 360 and a look at Autodesk Vault. 
You can see these and other entries, throughout the season on Phil’s Autodesk Inventor FRC blog. 
Best of luck to all FRC teams!
Autodesk FRC Team Support
Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/ Autodesk Announces Tools, Resources, and 2013 Kit of Parts Modeled in Inventor!
Sat 1/5/2013 2:12 PM
Greetings FRC Teams:

We are pleased to share the following announcement from Autodesk with you:

Welcome FIRST Teams!

Fired up? Ready to go? Autodesk wants to help you succeed. 


Join the Autodesk Education Community today!

With the Kickoff of the 2013 FIRST season, we wanted to make you aware of some training resources available to help you prepare for this season. 

Autodesk Inventor Toolkit

· Looking to design your winning robot with Autodesk® Inventor®? Then don’t miss our video training series. Created for FIRST students by FIRST students, the Built by Design series of videos aims to teach students how to effectively use Autodesk Inventor Professional and other tools.

· Autodesk Cloud Documents. Every FIRST team member and mentor can subscribe to receive their 3G of storage space for free, compliments of Autodesk. Check out the videos for what you can do with this storage.  The Autodesk Single Sign-On (SSO) that you used to get into the Autodesk Education Community will get you access to this powerful resource. Access it here.

· Autodesk® Design Review desktop, which is part of the Autodesk Inventor Professional download, and mobile viewers, which are available for iOS and Android, will come in handy this year. Check it out here.

· New 2013 Autodesk resources will be posted shortly, including the 2013 FRC Kit of Parts modeled in Inventor.
Autodesk Mobile Apps

· iPad becomes a powerful conceptual simulation tool with Autodesk® ForceEffect®,and Autodesk® ForceEffect® Motion a free application from Autodesk. Check out these introduction videos on ForceEffect and ForceEffect Motion to see how your FIRST team can use these powerful tools.

· Sketch on the go!  Autodesk® Sketchbook Express is a donated app that lets you capture your ideas anywhere on your mobile device. Check out this video on how you can draw over a photo to brainstorm and share with your team members.

Additional Resources

· Throughout the season Phil Dollan will be offering a webinar and blog series providing tips and tricks on Autodesk software. Check out Phil’s blog from 2012 for a taste of what’s to come. Please keep an eye on the Autodesk FIRST site for future announcements.

· You can also email us at first@autodesk.com and we will do our best to answer your query in a timely manner.

Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Get the FRC Kit of Parts modeled in PTC’s Creo & learn about Robotalk webinars!
Sat 1/5/2013 12:33 PM
Greetings FRC Teams:

We are pleased to share the following announcement from PTC with you:

PTC (www.ptc.com/go/first) is excited to continue our support to ALL FIRST teams by donating Creo (CAD), Windchill (Product Lifecycle Management software) and Mathcad (Engineering Calculation & Documentation software). For more information, visit www.ptc.com/go/first under Teams! 

PTC has modeled the 2013 FRC Kit of Parts in Creo and has made it easily accessible on www.ptc.com/go/firstkop. 
Finally, we also would like to announce the launch of Robotalk! Robotalk is a weekly webinar series that will run from now through March 2013. We will focus on topics such as Improving Program Management of your team, Quick Conceptual Design Tips, Documentation and Calculation Tips, etc. 

Register here! 

If you have any questions, please email firstsupport@ptc.com.

Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 FRC Kickoff this Saturday, 1/5/13!/Surrogate Kit Pickup Reminder/FRC Manual Q&A System/KoP Inventory/Important Downloads/Encrypted Sections of 2013 FRC Manual/Consent & Release
Thu 1/3/2013 4:46 PM
Greetings Teams:

As you all know, the 2013 FRC Kickoff is this Saturday, January 5th!  We have lots of important Kickoff and season information to share with you, so please read carefully and be sure to subscribe to the RSS feed on the 2013 FRC Season News and Email Blasts page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/emailblastarchive.aspx. 
Surrogate Kit Pickup Reminder: If your team signed up to pick up your Kit of Parts (KoP) at a Local Kickoff and your team’s travel plans have fallen through, you can ask another team in your area to pick up your KoP for you during the Kickoff.  You must provide FIRST (in Manchester, NH) with a Surrogate Kit Pick up letter as soon as possible. For a sample letter, please visit: http://tinyurl.com/cy6kkfr.
The surrogate letter should be sent or faxed to: 

FIRST 
Attn: FRC Team Support/Operations
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH 03101
Fax #: 603-666-3907

Or scanned and emailed to frcteams@usfirst.org
FRC Manual Q & A System: FIRST recognizes that teams may have questions about game rules, robot construction, event logistics, and more. FIRST asks that teams use the Question & Answer System (Q&A) to post questions pertaining to a specific section within the 2013 FRC Game Manual.  Your posted questions will be reviewed by the appropriate moderator and answered in a timely manner (usually within 2-3 business days). The 2013 Q&A System, http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/game-q-and-a, will go live on Wednesday, 1/9/13 at 12 pm (noon) ET.

In order to access the Q&A System, your team’s specific login info can be found on the Team Summary page in your TIMS record. Please assign one individual from your team to act as the team rules expert and only share your team's unique username and password with him/her. This team rules expert should be the only person responsible for posting questions to the Q&A System.

Before posting a question on the Q&A System, we encourage teams to look for the answers to questions first within the 2013 FRC Game Manual and Team Updates. You can review these documents here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/game-and-season-info. 
**Time Sensitive** Don’t forget to take inventory of your KoP after Kickoff: After receiving and checking all items in your KoP, should you determine you are missing a part(s), or need replacement part(s) you must use the FIRST "Replacement Parts Request" system to order replacements. Find more details about this process here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/kit-of-parts-replacement-parts-process.

IMPORTANT: This is a time limited, one-time only opportunity to submit your Replacement Parts Request.  We must receive your Replacement Parts Request by 12 pm (noon) ET on Sunday, 1/13/13.

Important Downloads: Please visit the FRC Blog: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-information-for-2013-the-what-when-where-and-how for a summary of important 2013 season downloads.

Encrypted Sections of the 2013 FRC Manual: Please find the FRC Game Manual page here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/competition-manual-and-related-documents. To download the encrypted sections, you will need to right-click on the .pdf file and select “Save Link/Target As…”.The password for accessing these documents will be available at the end of the Kickoff broadcast.
Prior to Kickoff, make sure that your computer has the proper software by following the instructions for the 2013 Decryption Test found here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-2013-manual-decryption-test. 

Consent and Release Forms: If you haven’t done so already, please consider which 2013 FIRST Consent and Release form your team members will be submitting this season.  Remember, if you choose to submit the electronic Consent and Release form you will only need to do so once to attend the 2013 FRC competition events. Students and their parents access the electronic form in STIMS; adult mentors in TIMS).

If anyone on your team opts to submit a hard-copy Consent and Release form instead, please download at: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form and follow instructions for submission located in the “Process Overview Document”.

Michigan (FiM) and MAR (Mid-Atlantic Robotics) teams will find instructions specific to their Consent and Release form submissions in the “process overview document” as well.

Print your Team Roster! No matter which method you choose (electronic or hard-copy), you MUST print off your Team Roster from TIMS and bring it with you to your Kickoff, and your initial competition event. To print the Team Roster:

1)  On the Team Summary page in TIMS, scroll down to the “Student/Roster” field.

2)  Click “View” next to Team Roster.

3) Click Printable Roster.

4) If you have any students/mentors who are providing hard-copy forms, please write in their names on the printed roster and attach their Consent and Release forms.

For more information about the 2013 Consent and Release form, including FAQs and a helpful process overview, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form
FRC Team Support Available on Kickoff Day: Team Support will be available the day of Kickoff (Saturday, 1/5/13) from 9:00 am-1:00 pm ET. For assistance, please call 1-800-871-8326 x 0.

NASA FRC Kickoff Broadcast:  For those of you who will not be attending a Kickoff this weekend, NASA will broadcast the event live on their website. The broadcast will be available here: http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/index.html and will begin at 10:30 am ET.
FIRST® Virtual Technical Advisor: Are you looking for help with your robot? Do you have technical experience and want to help a team? We have the solution! FIRST Virtual Technical Advisor (VTA) is here to help! Sign up to find/give support from anywhere in the world! https://my.usfirst.org/FIRSTPortal/Login/Virtual_login.aspx.
Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Founder's Reception & Manchester, NH FRC Kickoff Information
Wed 1/2/2013 12:41 PM
Greetings Manchester FRC Kickoff Teams!

We are very excited to see you soon at the 2013 Founder’s Reception and FRC Kickoff. 

By now, you have most likely seen the 2013 FRC Kickoff Information posted on our website. If not, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/kickoff for full details.

We are also writing to let you know that you should have received your Founder’s Reception tickets (if your team has RSVP’d to the event in TIMS). 
Instructions were sent in the envelope that contains your Founder’s Reception tickets, but please remember these key points: 

· The Founder's Reception is for adults only. No pre-college students are allowed. Please note that if you show up with pre-college students, including your own children, we will not be able to allow admittance. Please don't let this happen to you! 

· There are no cameras or video cameras allowed at the Founder's Reception. In addition, please do not touch any display items and make sure all food remains in the designated food-service area. It is important we all keep in mind that Dean is very generous to open his home for this event, and we all want to show our respect accordingly. We thank you in advance!  

Full details on the Founder’s Reception can be found at: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/founders-reception. 

We look forward to seeing you this weekend! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at frcteams@usfirst.org, or by phone at 1(800) 871-8326, ext. 0.
Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Public Charity
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F 603-666-3907
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W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/FIRST HQ Closed 1/1/13/Surrogate Kit Pickup Reminder/2013 FRC Season Workshops/Consent & Release Forms/Print your Team Roster
Thu 12/27/2012 12:25 PM
Greetings Teams:

FIRST HQ Closed 1/1/13: FIRST Headquarters will be closed on Tuesday, 1/1/13 in recognition of the New Year’s holiday. Our regular business hours will resume Wednesday, 1/2/13 at 8:30 am ET.

Surrogate Kit Pickup Reminder: If a team is unable to pick up its KoP at the Local Kickoff selected, an alternate, or “Surrogate” team may be designated to do so. The team must provide FIRST with an authorized Surrogate Kit Pickup letter, signed by the main or alternate contact, on school or sponsor letterhead that follows this template: http://tinyurl.com/cy6kkfr.

All Surrogate Kit Pickup letters must be received at FIRST no later than 5:00 pm ET on 12/31/12.  

The surrogate letter should be sent or faxed to: 

FIRST 
Attn: FRC Team Support/Operations
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH 03101
Fax #: 603-666-3907

Or scanned and emailed to frcteams@usfirst.org
2013 FRC Season Workshops: All of the 2013 FRC Season Workshop videos have been posted and are ready for viewing, with topics that include Robot Builder, the robot ideation process and Programming 101. You can find links to all of the videos with descriptions on our website: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/firstplace/frc-kickoff-workshops.
Consent and Release Forms: If you haven’t done so already, please consider which 2013 FIRST Consent and Release form your team members will be submitting this season.  Remember, if you choose to submit the electronic Consent and Release form you will only need to do so once to attend the 2013 FRC competition events. Students and their parents access the electronic form in STIMS; adult mentors in TIMS).

If anyone on your team opts to submit a hard-copy Consent and Release form instead, please download at: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form and follow instructions for submission located in the “Process Overview Document”.

Michigan (FiM) and MAR (Mid-Atlantic Robotics) teams will find instructions specific to their Consent and Release form submissions in the “process overview document” as well.

Print your Team Roster! No matter which method you choose (electronic or hard-copy), you MUST print off your Team Roster from TIMS and bring it with you to your Kickoff, and your initial competition event. To print the Team Roster:

1)  On the Team Summary page in TIMS, scroll down to the “Student/Roster” field.

2)  Click “View” next to Team Roster.

3) Click Printable Roster.

4) If you have any students/mentors who are providing hard-copy forms, please write in their names on the printed roster and attach their Consent and Release forms.

For more information about the 2013 Consent and Release form, including FAQs and a helpful process overview, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form.

Go Teams!
FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/FIRST HQ Closed 12/25/Don't forget to take inventory of your KoP after Kickoff/Surrogate Kit Pickup Reminder
Thu 12/20/2012 1:21 PM
Greetings Teams:

FIRST HQ Closed 12/25: FIRST Headquarters will close at 3:00 pm ET on Monday, 12/24/12 in recognition of the Christmas holiday. Our regular business hours will resume Wednesday, 12/26/12 at 8:30 am ET.

Don’t forget to take inventory of your Kit of Parts (KoP) after Kickoff: After receiving and checking all items in your Kit of Parts (KoP), should you determine you are missing a part(s), or need replacement part(s) you must use the FIRST "Replacement Parts Request" system to order replacements. Find more details about this process here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/kit-of-parts-replacement-parts-process. 

IMPORTANT: This is a time limited, one-time only opportunity to submit your Replacement Parts Request.  We must receive your Replacement Parts Request by 12 pm (noon) ET on Sunday, 1/13/13.
Surrogate Kit Pickup Reminder: If a team is unable to pick up its KoP at the Local Kickoff selected, an alternate, or “Surrogate” team may be designated to do so. The team must provide FIRST with an authorized Surrogate Kit Pickup letter, signed by the main or alternate contact, on school or sponsor letterhead that follows this template: http://tinyurl.com/cy6kkfr.

All Surrogate Kit Pickup letters must be received at FIRST no later than 5:00 pm ET on 12/31/12.  
The surrogate letter should be sent or faxed to: 

FIRST 
Attn: FRC Team Support/Operations
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH 03101
Fax #: 603-666-3907

Or scanned and emailed to frcteams@usfirst.org.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Help Dean Kamen's Slingshot Water Purification Device get Recognition by Voting Today!
Tue 12/18/2012 12:24 PM
Greetings Teams:

Dean Kamen’s Slingshot Water Purification Device: Dean and his Slingshot water purification device are being featured in a short film by FRC Game Design Committee member Paul Lazarus.  The film was entered in a competition designed to highlight big ideas – and we can help this big idea get the recognition it deserves by voting for it online! 
Please take a moment to vote by this Thursday, 12/20/12. Check out the details here:  http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-11-15-12.

Sincerely,

 

Go Teams!
 

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Safety Animation Award Submission Deadline TODAY @ 12 Noon ET/Team Profile Information in TIMS/2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation/2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunity
Thu 12/13/2012 10:18 AM
Greetings Teams:

Safety Animation Award Submission Deadline: The deadline to submit Safety Animation submissions is today, 12/13/12 at 12 pm (noon) ET in STIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. 

Team Profile Information in TIMS will be exported on Monday, 12/19/12: This information is used for program books that are distributed to visitors, VIPS and teams at events. To make sure that you have the most up to date information included in your profile:

1) Log into TIMS https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.
2) Under Teams I can Administer, click the Edit button for your team. 
3) The Team Profile section, click the Edit/View button for Team Information. 
2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation: Please be sure to invite all of your FRC mentors to your team’s TIMS record so they can receive their 2013 recognition certificate and pin in January during National Mentor Month. In order for team mentors to receive their recognition items, they must be registered as a mentor in TIMS by tomorrow, 12/14/12.

2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunity Updates:  Find out about recently confirmed scholarships, a recently discontinued scholarship, and all FIRST Scholarships with deadlines in January.  Juniors and Educators, take note of a special leadership training and scholarship opportunity to attend the 2013 Aspen Ideas Festival. See all at: http://www.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_12-13-12.pdf.

Consent and Release Forms: If you haven’t done so already, please consider which 2013 FIRST Consent and Release form your team members will be submitting this season.  Remember, electronic Consent and Release forms “cover” individuals at all 2013 FIRST competition events (students and their parents access the electronic form in STIMS; adult mentors in TIMS). 

If anyone on your team opts to submit a hard-copy Consent and Release form instead, please download at: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form and follow instructions for submission located in the “Process Overview Document”.

Michigan (FiM) and MAR (Mid-Atlantic Robotics) teams will find instructions specific to their Consent and Release form submissions in the “Process Overview Document” as well. 

Print your Team Roster! No matter which method you choose (electronic or hard-copy), you MUST print off your Team Roster from TIMS and bring it with you to your Kickoff, and your initial Competition event.  To print the Team Roster:

1) On the Team Summary page in TIMS, scroll down to the “Student/Roster” field.

2) Click “View” next to Team Roster.

3) Click Printable Roster.

4) If you have any students/mentors who are providing hard-copy forms, please write in their names on the printed roster and attach their Consent and Release forms.

For more information about the 2013 Consent and Release form, including FAQs and a helpful Process Overview, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-student-team-information-members-system-and-consent-form. 

Surrogate Kit Pickup Reminder: If a team is unable to pick up its KoP at the Local Kickoff selected, an alternate, or “Surrogate” team may be designated to do so. The team must provide FIRST with an authorized Surrogate Kit Pickup letter, signed by the main or alternate contact, on school or sponsor letterhead that follows this template: http://tinyurl.com/cy6kkfr.
All Surrogate Kit Pickup letters must be received at FIRST no later than 5:00 pm ET on 12/31/12.  

The surrogate letter should be sent or faxed to: 
FIRST 
Attn: FRC Team Support/Operations
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH 03101
Fax #: 603-666-3907

Or scanned and emailed to frcteams@usfirst.org.
Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/FIRST Choice Announcement
Tue 12/11/2012 9:10 AM
Greetings Teams:

FIRST Choice: Please read an important message regarding FIRST Choice posted on the FRC Blog: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-FIRST-Choice-Issue-Part-II.

Go Teams!

 

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Critical Deadlines/FRC Administrative Manual/NYC Regional Dates Shift/2013 FIRST Choice Program/FRC Blog
Thu 12/6/2012 10:28 AM
Greetings Teams:

Critical Deadlines:
Today, Thursday, 12/06/12 at 12 PM (noon) ET: Regional, District and Championship registration closes.

Today, Thursday, 12/06/12 at 12 PM (noon) ET: Kit & Kickoff registration closes.

Tomorrow, Friday, 12/07/12: Payment deadline for initial regional event registration.

Tomorrow, Friday, 12/07/12: Bag and tag exemption request deadline.

Thursday, 12/13/12 at 12PM (noon) ET: Deadline to submit Safety Animation submissions (via STIMS).

FRC Administrative Manual: The 2013 FRC Administrative Manual is now available: http://frc-manual.usfirst.org/. Information on FRC awards, robot transportation and more can be found in the Administrative Manual.

New York City Regional Dates Shift: The dates of the New York City Regional have been shifted. The new dates for the event are Wednesday 3/6/13– Saturday, 3/9/13, rather than Thursday, 3/7/13 – Sunday, 3/10/13. This shift is a direct result of New York City’s attempt to recover from the devastating effects of Hurricane Sandy.  Events are being rescheduled to try to make up for time lost during the hurricane and the recovery efforts.

2013 FIRST Choice Program: FIRST Choice is a menu of items available to registered 2013 FRC teams, for free, as part of their Kit of Parts (KoP). Beginning 12/10/12, teams may log in to the FIRST Choice site and use a set number of credits to select items they wish to receive. Additional parts specific to the 2013 FRC Game will be available for order after Kickoff (1/5/13). For additional information on the program, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/first-choice. 

In addition to FIRST Choice, other Virtual Kit Product Donation Vouchers (PDVs) will open on 12/10/12. For more details, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-10-25-2012. 

FRC Blog: Please visit the FRC Blog for details on the new Digital Media Award, as well as an update to the Team Spirit Award: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-12-3-2012. 

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Critical Deadlines/Kit & Kickoff Preferences/Bag & Tag Exemptions/Dean Kamen's Water Purification Device/Ask an Expert Call/2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation
Thu 11/29/2012 3:45 PM
Greetings Teams: 

Critical Deadlines:

· Thursday, 12/06/12 at 12 PM (noon) ET: Regional event registration closes; Championship registration closes.
· Thursday, 12/06/12 at 12 PM (noon) ET: Kit & Kickoff registration closes (please find more information on Kit & Kickoff preferences below).
· Friday, 12/07/12: Payment deadline for initial regional event registration.
· Friday, 12/07/12: Bag and tag exemption request deadline (please find more information on bag and tag exemptions below).
· Thursday, 12/13/12 at 12PM (noon) ET: Deadline to submit Safety Animation submissions (via STIMS).
“Kit and Kickoff Preferences” (in TIMS) is where you indicate how your team wants to pickup/receive the Kit of Parts (KoP) and where/if your team plans to attend Kickoff. Please note the following before making your selections:

1. Picking up your KoP at a Kickoff will save your team shipping costs;

2.  If your team chooses not to attend any Kickoff, the KoP will be shipped to your Shipping Contact and your team will be responsible for the shipping costs. Teams that choose to have their KoP shipped can expect to receive it sometime during the week after Kickoff.  International teams should be aware that delivery date will depend on customs clearance;

3. Your team may attend more than one Kickoff.  For example, you can send members to the Kickoff in Manchester, NH, while others can attend a Local Kickoff in your area. However, you must indicate only one Kickoff for KoP pickup.

Surrogate Kit Pickup Option:
If your team is unable to pick up its KoP at the Kickoff you registered for in TIMS, and you do not wish to incur shipping charges to have it mailed, an alternate team may pick up your KoP at that Kickoff. You must provide FIRST with an authorization letter, signed by your team’s main contact, on school or sponsor letterhead in order for us to release the KoP. You can find a template for this letter here: http://tinyurl.com/cy6kkfr.

Fax the letter to Team Support at 603-666-3907 no later than 5:00 pm ET on 12/31/12 or send a hard copy to FIRST, Attn: Team Support, 200 Bedford Street, Manchester, NH 03101. The letter must include the following:

1. Your Team Number and the Kickoff pickup location;

2. The name and team number of the representative picking up the KoP;

3. Provide a copy of the Surrogate Kit Pickup letter to the team representative picking up the KoP for your team.  This representative must bring the letter to the appropriate Kickoff.

Bag & Tag Exemptions:  If bringing your robot to a competition event presents your team with a substantial hardship – for example, if your team needs to travel a great distance or cross an ocean to get to your event - you may request a bag and tag exemption by sending an email to: frcteams@usfirst.org. 

In your request, please include as much detail as possible to support why an exemption is required. Please use the subject line: Bag and Tag Exemption Request, Team XXXX, with your team number in place of “XXXX” in your email. Exemption requests must be submitted by Friday, 12/7/12.

2013 NASA Grant Recipients: The 2013 NASA Grant Recipients have been announced. For more information, please visit: http://robotics.nasa.gov/events/2013_sponsorship.php. 

Dean Kamen’s Slingshot Water Purification Device: Dean and his Slingshot water purification device are being featured in a short film by FRC Game Design Committee member Paul Lazarus.  The film was entered in a competition designed to highlight big ideas – and we can help this big idea get the recognition it deserves by voting for it online!  Check out the details here:  http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-11-15-12.

Ask an Expert Call: Join FRC Logistics Manager Carla Proulx and Senior Mentor Teri Benart for the Ask an Expert call “FRC Robot Transportation”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, 12/5/12 at 7 pm ET. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings. 

2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation: Please be sure to invite all of your FRC mentors to your team’s TIMS record so they can receive their 2013 recognition certificate and pin in January during National Mentor Month. In order for team mentors to receive their recognition items, they must be registered as a mentor in TIMS by Friday, 12/14/12.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/FIRST HQ Closing at 3 PM ET Today/Important Deadlines/TIMS Purchaser Role/Team Profile Information in TIMS/Ask an Expert Call/Dean Kamen's Slingshot Water Purification Device/Stay Up On The Latest FRC News
Wed 11/21/2012 10:15 AM
Greetings Teams:

FIRST Headquarters will close at 3 PM ET today, 11/21/12 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.  Our regular business hours will resume Monday, 11/26/12 at 8:30 AM ET. 

Important deadlines are approaching!

· Thursday, 12/06/12 at 12 PM (noon) ET: Regional event registration closes; Championship registration closes
· Thursday, 12/06/12 at 12 PM (noon) ET: Kit & Kickoff registration closes
· Friday, 12/07/12: Payment deadline for initial regional event registration
· Friday, 12/07/12: Bag and tag exemption request deadline
· Thursday, 12/13/12 at 12PM (noon) ET: Deadline to submit Safety Animation submissions (via STIMS)
A complete list of important 2013 dates and deadlines can be found on our season calendar: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/calendar/list.  

TIMS Purchaser Role: Team main and alternate contacts can now designate a “purchaser” in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. After they accept their TIMS invitation, the purchaser will be able to pay their team’s registration balance via credit card. To invite a purchaser in TIMS, please login: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso, click on the team summary button and click on the edit/view button in the team contacts field. 

Team Profile Information in TIMS: Team profile information is used for program books that are distributed to visitors, VIPS and teams at events. This information will be exported from your team’s TIMS profile on Thursday, 12/20/12. To update your team’s information:

· Login to TIMS https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso;
· Under “teams I can administer”, click the edit button for your team;

· In the team profile section, click the edit/view button to update team information.

Ask an Expert Call: Join Expert Joe Passofaro and FIRST Senior Mentor Renee Becker for the Ask an Expert call “The Junior Varsity Model for FRC”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, 11/28/12 at 7 PM ET. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings. 

Dean Kamen’s Slingshot Water Purification Device: Dean and his Slingshot water purification device are being featured in a short film by FRC Game Design Committee member Paul Lazarus.  The film was entered in a competition designed to highlight big ideas – and we can help this big idea get the recognition it deserves by voting for it online!  Check out the details here:  http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-11-15-12
Stay up on the latest FRC news! We send weekly email blasts to keep you well-informed on the latest FRC news.  Be sure to check your inbox each Thursday for the FRC email blast and if you’ve missed any, you can find an email blast archive on the FRC Season News and Email Blasts page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/emailblastarchive.aspx. You can even subscribe to an RSS feed to receive alerts when this page is updated!

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/FIRST HQ Closed 11-22-12 and 11-23-12/Initial Event Registration Payment Deadline/Important Kit and Kickoff Reminder/Founder's Reception/2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation/Bag and Tag Exemptions/Stay up on the latest FRC news!
Thu 11/15/2012 10:16 AM
Greetings Teams:

FIRST HQ Closed 11/22/12-11/23/12: FIRST HQ will be closed next Thursday and Friday (11/22/12-11/23/12) in honor of the Thanksgiving holiday.  Consequently, the Email Blast will be sent on Wednesday of next week.

Initial Event Registration Payment Deadline 12/7/12: Remember that the payment deadline for your first Regional event or first and second District event is Friday, 12/7/12 at 5 pm ET.  If you have not already, please review our pricing structure and payment terms for the 2013 FRC Season here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-payment-terms. 

Important Kit & Kickoff Reminder: The deadline to select your team’s Kit of Parts (KoP) and Kickoff location in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso is Thursday, 12/6/12 at 12 pm (noon) ET.

Founder’s Reception: Founder’s Reception registration is now open in the Kit & Kickoff section in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. Teams can register up to two (2) adult mentors to attend Founder’s Reception in Manchester, New Hampshire on Friday, 1/4/13. For details on the 2013 Founder’s Reception, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/founders-reception. 

2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation: Please be sure to invite all of your FRC mentors to your team’s TIMS record so they can receive their 2013 recognition certificate and pin in January during National Mentor Month. In order for team mentors to receive their recognition items, they must be registered as a mentor in TIMS by Friday, 12/14/12.

Bag & Tag Exemptions:  If bringing your robot to a competition event presents your team with a substantial hardship – for example, if your team needs to travel a great distance or cross an ocean to get to your event - you may request a bag and tag exemption by sending an email to: frcteams@usfirst.org. 

In your request, please include as much detail as possible to support why an exemption is required. Please use the subject line: Bag and Tag Exemption Request, Team XXXX, with your team number in place of “XXXX” in your email. Exemption requests must be submitted by Friday, 12/7/12.
Stay up on the latest FRC news! We send weekly email blasts to keep you well-informed on the latest FRC news.  Be sure to check your inbox each Thursday for the FRC email blast and if you’ve missed any, you can find an email blast archive on the FRC Season News and Email Blasts page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/emailblastarchive.aspx. You can even subscribe to an RSS feed to receive alerts when this page is updated!

Go Teams! 
FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Championship Waitlist Registration for Teams that DID compete at the 2012 CMP/Awards Submissions Open Today/FIRST Future Innovator Award/2013 Scholarship Opportunities/Ask an Expert Call/Kit and Kickoff Preferences
Thu 11/8/2012 11:31 AM
Greetings Teams:

FIRST Championship Waitlist Registration for Veteran Teams that DID compete at the 2012 FIRST Championship Opens today, 11/8/12 at 12 pm (noon) ET in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

Chairman’s Award, FIRST Dean’s List Award, Woodie Flowers Award and Entrepreneurship Award Submissions open today, 11/8/12 at 12 pm ET: The Chairman’s Award, the Woodie Flowers Award, and the Entrepreneurship Award must be submitted via STIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. The Main or Alternate contact for your team must assign at least one (1) and up to four (4) student award submitters in FRC TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

The FIRST Dean’s List Award must be submitted by the team’s main or alternate contact through TIMS, https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

FIRST Future Innovator Award: Do you have an innovation inspired by your FRC season experience you think is worthy of recognition?  Apply for the FIRST Future Innovator Award (FFIA), presented by the Abbott Fund! Submissions must be received between noon ET on 11/8/12 and noon ET 2/21/13. For more information on the award, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/future-innovator-award. To submit for the award, please visit: http://www.allthingspatent.com/FRC/. 
2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunities now valued at OVER $16 million: Students – find out about 2013 college scholarship opportunities available for you at: http://www.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_11-8-12.pdf.

Ask an Expert Call: Join FRC Engineer Kevin O’Connor and Senior Mentor Keith Hall for the Ask an Expert call “Control System/Driver’s Station & Beta Test Observations for FRC Teams”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, 11/14/12 at 7 pm ET. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings.

Have you registered for your Local Kickoff in TIMS yet?

“Kit and Kickoff Preferences” (in TIMS) is where you indicate how your team wants to pickup/receive the Kit of Parts (KoP) and where/if your team plans to attend Kickoff. Please note the following before making your selections: 

1. Picking up your KoP at a Kickoff will save your team shipping costs;

2. If your team chooses not to attend any Kickoff, the KoP will be shipped to your Shipping Contact and your team will be responsible for the shipping costs. Teams that choose to have their KoP shipped can expect to receive it sometime during the week after Kickoff.  International teams should be aware that delivery date will depend on customs clearance;

3. Your team may attend more than one Kickoff.  For example, you can send members to the Kickoff in Manchester, NH, while others can attend a Local Kickoff in your area. However, you must indicate only one Kickoff for KoP pickup. 

Surrogate Kit Pickup Option:
If your team is unable to pick up its KoP at the Kickoff you registered for in TIMS, and you do not wish to incur shipping charges to have it mailed, an alternate team may pick up your KoP at that Kickoff.  You must provide FIRST with an authorization letter, signed by your team’s main contact, on school or sponsor letterhead in order for us to release the KoP. You can find a template for this letter here: http://tinyurl.com/cy6kkfr. 

Fax the letter to Team Support at 603-666-3907 no later than 5:00 pm EST on 12/31/12 or send a hard copy to FIRST, Attn: Team Support, 200 Bedford Street, Manchester, NH 03101. The letter must include the following:

1. Your Team Number and the Kickoff pickup location;

2. The name and team number of the representative picking up the KoP;

3. Provide a copy of the Surrogate Kit Pickup letter to the team representative picking up the KoP for your team.  This representative must bring the letter to the appropriate Kickoff.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Unrestricted Regional Event Registration Opens Today at 12 noon ET/FIRST CMP Waitlist Registration for Veteran Teams that DID Compete at the 2012 FIRST CMP Opens 11/8/12 at 12 noon ET/Waitlist Information/Steele Meetings Hotel Program
Thu 11/1/2012 11:48 AM
Greetings Teams:

Unrestricted Regional Event Registration Opens Today at 12 pm (noon) ET: Beginning at 12 pm ET, teams can register for additional regional events in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. 

FIRST Championship Waitlist Registration for Veteran Teams that DID Compete at the 2012 FIRST Championship opens Thursday, 11/8/12 at 12 pm (noon) ET: At this time, veteran teams that DID compete at the 2012 FIRST Championship will be able to waitlist register in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. 

Teams on Regional Event Waitlists - please read the following to better understand how the waitlist process works:
· If the event you select is full, your team is added to the waitlist;

· FIRST reserves slots for late registering rookie teams for every regional event.  Once registration closes on Thursday, 12/6/12 if there are any reserved slots left, waitlisted teams will then be moved in;

· For each event weekend a team can only sign up or join the waitlist for one event (i.e., a team cannot be registered/waitlisted for two events occurring on the same weekend); 

· FIRST does not issue the waitlist. Teams attending any given regional can change at the last moment as their finances are determined, therefore the number of places available can also change. It is also unknown how many late registering rookies there will be. We do not want teams making definite plans based on their place on a waitlist when information may be changing.

Tip!  If you find yourself on a waitlist, please bear in mind that teams drop out of events for various reasons and many times a waitlisted team is able to get into the event of their choice!

Steele Meetings Hotel Program: This year, 47 FRC Regional Events are participating in the FIRST hotel program. Please visit: http://www.firstchampionshiphousing.com/ for reservation information. 

New Lower Bulb Pricing For Fundraising: More great news, teams! To help make it easier than ever before to raise team funds from our ongoing FIRST Green e-watt saver light bulb program, FIRST is announcing NEW PRICING on the 800-lumen bulb -- now just $8.50 per bulb, or $204 per case! That's a price drop of over 40%! PLUS...we've lowered the retail sales price to just $20! That means your team profit remains unchanged ($11.50 per bulb minus shipping), but you can attract more customers with this new, lower price. This is a great opportunity to reach new customers while reconnecting with people who declined to buy at the higher price point. Everybody loves a bargain, so take advantage of this new pricing by stocking up today and getting out there with the good news! 

For complete details, please visit: www.usfirst.org/e-wattresources. Order today and happy selling!
Kit & Kickoff section in TIMS is open: The Kit & Kickoff section of TIMS is open. If you haven’t done so already, team main and alternate contacts can select your team’s Kit & Kickoff preferences in TIMS now: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

Please note: Picking up your Kit of Parts (KoP) at a Kickoff will save your team shipping costs. If your team chooses not to attend any Kickoff, the KoP will be shipped to your team’s shipping contact and your team will be responsible for the shipping costs. Teams that choose to have their KoP shipped can expect to receive it sometime during the week after Kickoff.  International teams should be aware that delivery date will depend on customs clearance.

Bag & Tag Exemptions:  If bringing your robot to a competition event presents your team with a substantial hardship – for example, if your team needs to travel a great distance or cross an ocean to get to your event - you may request a bag and tag exemption by sending an email to: frcteams@usfirst.org. 

In your request, please include as much detail as possible to support why an exemption is required. Please use the subject line: Bag and Tag Exemption Request, Team XXXX, with your team number in place of “XXXX” in your email. Exemption requests must be submitted by Friday, 12/7/12.
Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Second Regional Event Registration Opens Today at 12 Noon ET/CMP Waitlist Registration for Veteran Teams that DID NOT Compete at the 2012 CMP Opens Today at 12 Noon ET
Thu 10/25/2012 9:25 AM
Greetings Teams:

Second Regional Event Registration Opens Today at 12 pm (noon) ET in TIMS: Beginning at 12 noon ET, teams in the regional model will be able to register for their second regional event in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. District teams who have registered for both of their district events will be able to register for a regional event at this time.

FIRST Championship Waitlist Registration for Veteran Teams that DID NOT compete at the 2012 FIRST Championship Opens Today at 12 pm (noon) ET in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. 

During this enrollment period, FRC teams will immediately go onto a waitlist for the FIRST Championship.
This is a change from prior seasons, when some teams were able to get slots immediately for Championship during this period.

As the number of FRC teams and events continue to grow, the number of merit-based qualifying teams also grows. We can't predict the exact number of slots that will be available to veteran teams through an open registration process, but the number is likely to be small.

We will release FIRST Championship slots to waitlisted teams as the season progresses and we become comfortable that all merit-based qualifying teams (teams winning awards at 2013 events that qualify them to go to Championship, or earn a wild card slot) are being accommodated.

For more information on the Championship eligibility criteria, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
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W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Kit of Parts Drive System Option Deadline Extended to 12 Midnight ET
Thu 10/18/2012 2:16 PM
Greetings Teams:

To make the Kit of Parts Drive System option accessible to more veteran teams, we have extended the deadline to 12 midnight EDT.

If you are a veteran team that wasn’t able to select a product donation voucher from AndyMark instead of the standard Kit of Parts Drive System by today’s 12 noon EDT deadline, please send an email to frcteams@usfirst.org with the subject line “Drive System Option- Team XXXX” (please include your team number in place of XXXX).

We will accommodate all product donation voucher requests received by 12 midnight EDT.

Go Teams!
 

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Kit of Parts Drive System Option Deadline Today at 12 Noon ET/Second Regional Event Registration/FIRST Championship Waitlist Registration for veteran teams that DID NOT compete at the 2012 FIRST Championship/Kit & Kickoff section i...
Thu 10/18/2012 10:18 AM
Greetings Teams:

Kit of Parts Drive System Option Deadline Today at 12 Noon ET: Veteran teams’ ability to choose a Product Donation Voucher over the standard Kit of Parts Drive System closes today, 10/18/12 at 12 pm (noon) ET. For more details, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-09-07-12. 

Second Regional Event Registration: Teams in the regional model will be able to register for their second regional event beginning Thursday, 10/25/12 at 12 pm ET in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. District teams who have registered for both of their district events will be able to register for a regional event at this time. 

FIRST Championship Waitlist Registration for veteran teams that DID NOT compete at the 2012 FIRST Championship: Veteran teams that did not compete at the 2012 FIRST Championship will be able to waitlist register in TIMS beginning Thursday, 10/25/12 at 12 PM ET: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

Kit & Kickoff section in TIMS is open: The Kit & Kickoff section of TIMS is open. If you haven’t done so already, team main and alternate contacts can select your team’s Kit & Kickoff preferences in TIMS now: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

Bag & Tag Exemptions:  If bringing your robot to a competition event presents your team with a substantial hardship – for example, if your team needs to travel a great distance or cross an ocean to get to your event - you may request a bag and tag exemption by sending an email to: frcteams@usfirst.org.  

In your request, please include as much detail as possible to support why an exemption is required. Please use the subject line: Bag and Tag Exemption Request, Team XXXX, with your team number in place of “XXXX” in your email. Exemption requests must be submitted by Friday, 12/7/12.
Entrepreneurship Award: New this year, Entrepreneurship Award Business Plans must be uploaded in pdf format via STIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. Judges will no longer collect business plans in the Pits, instead, they will view them online. Uploading to STIMS is the only way these plans will be accepted for the 2013 season.

Award Submissions: Submission for awards will open on Thursday, 11/8/12 at 12 PM ET and will close on Thursday, 2/21/13 at 12 PM ET. 

The Chairman’s Award, the Woodie Flowers Award, and the Entrepreneurship Award must be submitted via STIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. The Main or Alternate contact for your team must assign at least one (1) and up to four (4) student award submitters in FRC TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. 

The FIRST Dean’s List Award must be submitted by the team’s main or alternate contact through TIMS, https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. 

2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunities valued at nearly $16 million: Find out more about the 2013 college scholarship opportunities for FIRST students at: http://www.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_10-18-12.pdf 

2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation: Please be sure to invite all of your FRC mentors to your team’s TIMS record so they can receive their 2013 recognition certificate and pin in January during National Mentor Month. In order for team mentors to receive their recognition items, they must be registered as a mentor in TIMS by Friday, 12/14/12. 

Ask an Expert Call: Join Steve Cremer, Regional Director and Senior Mentors, Renee Becker and Clinton Barnes, for the Ask an Expert call “What Makes a FRC Team a Success”. The call will take place on Wednesday, 10/24/12 at 7 pm ET. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings.

Go Teams! 
FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Message From Dean Kamen- E-Watt Saver Light Bulbs/Second District Event Registration Opens Today/CMP Registration For Pre-Qualified Teams Opens Today/Second Regional Event Registration/KoP Drive System Options/2013 Safety Animation
Thu 10/11/2012 9:52 AM
Greetings Teams: 

Message from Dean Kamen – E-Watt Saver Light Bulbs: Great news! To help you raise even more money for your teams from our ongoing and highly successful FIRST E-Watt Saver light bulb fundraiser program (you’re out there selling, I hope) --- FIRST(R) is making this special, limited time offer: Now through November 30 ─ Buy one case of bulbs, get a second case absolutely FREE! (Teams must pay shipping on each case delivered.)

Wow…think about it…twice the revenue at half the cost! To boost sales, you can even set your own price on your free bulbs. This is a tremendous opportunity to help fund your team activities, so I urge you to take advantage of it. But you must act soon! This offer ends November 30 and will not be repeated.

For complete details, please visit: www.usfirst.org/e-wattresources Order today…and happy selling!

Second District Event Registration Opens Today, 10/11/12 at 12 (noon) ET: Second district event registration opens today, 10/11/12 at 12 pm ET in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. 
FIRST Championship Registration for Pre-Qualified Teams Opens Today, 10/11/12 at 12 (noon) ET: Championship registration for pre-qualified teams opens today, 10/11/12 at 12 pm ET in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. For information on Championship eligibility, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria.

Second Regional Event Registration: Second regional event registration will open on Thursday, 10/25/12 at 12 pm ET in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

Kit of Parts Drive System Options for Veterans: New this season, veterans have an option regarding the Kit Drive System. Veteran teams must
make a selection in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso by Thursday, 10/18/12. For details, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-09-07-12.

2013 Safety Animation Contest: 2013 Safety Animation contest details are now available: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/safety-video-and-manual.  The submission portal in STMS: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso opens today, 10/11/12 at 12 pm ET and will remain open until Friday, 12/13/12 at 12 pm ET.
Customizable Posters: Looking for ways to promote your team? New, customizable team recruitment and event posters are available here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/marketing-tools/frc/frc-promotional-fliers-brochures-annual-report-presentations-scholarships. 
Ask an Expert Call: Join Collin Fultz, FRC Kit of Parts Engineer and Senior Mentor Lia Schwinghammer for the Ask an Expert call “FRC Quick Build Sessions at Kickoff”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, 10/17/12 at 7 pm ET. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings.

Go Teams!

 FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Kit & Kickoff Section in TIMS Opens Today @ 12 pm EST/ Second District Event Registration/ FIRST CMP Registration for Pre-Qualified Teams/ Announcing 2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunities/ 2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation
Thu 10/4/2012 11:16 AM
Greetings Teams:

Kit and Kickoff Section in TIMS Opens Today, 10/4/12 @ 12 pm (noon) EST: The Kit & Kickoff section in TIMS opens today: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. *Please find additional information about choosing your Kit & Kickoff preferences at the bottom of this email.  

Second District Event Registration: Second district event registration opens Thursday, 10/11/12 at 12 pm EST in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. At this time, district teams will be able to register for their second district event.

FIRST Championship Registration for Pre-Qualified Teams: Championship registration for pre-qualified teams opens Thursday, 10/11/12 at 12 pm EST in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. For information on Championship eligibility, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria.

Announcing 2013 FIRST Scholarship Opportunities valued at over $14 million: Find out more about the 2013 college scholarship opportunities for FIRST students at: http://www.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/About_Us/Scholarships/2013_Assets/FIRST_Scholarship_News_10-4-12.pdf.

2013 Mentor Certificate of Appreciation: Please be sure to invite all of your FRC mentors to your team’s TIMS record so they can receive their 2013 recognition certificate and pin in January during National Mentor Month. In order for team mentors to receive their recognition items, they must be registered as a mentor in TIMS by Friday, 12/14/12. An additional benefit of adding mentors in TIMS is that they are able to opt-in to the FRC email blast.

Important Motor Controller Information: Please visit the FRC Blog for information regarding motor controllers here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog. 

*“Kit and Kickoff Preferences” (in TIMS) is where you indicate how your team wants to pickup/receive the Kit of Parts (KoP) and where/if your team plans to attend Kickoff. Please note the following before making your selections: 

1. Picking up your KoP at a Kickoff will save your team shipping costs;

2. If your team chooses not to attend any Kickoff, the KoP will be shipped to your Shipping Contact and your team will be responsible for the shipping costs. Teams that choose to have their KoP shipped can expect to receive it sometime during the week after Kickoff.  International teams should be aware that delivery date will depend on customs clearance;

3. Your team may attend more than one Kickoff.  For example, you can send members to the Kickoff in Manchester, NH, while others can attend a Kickoff in your area.  However, you must indicate only one Kickoff for KoP pickup. 

Surrogate Kit Pickup Option:
If your team is unable to pick up its KoP at a Kickoff, and you do not wish to incur shipping charges to have it mailed, an alternate team may pick up your KoP at a Kickoff.  You must provide FIRST with an authorization letter, signed by the main contact, on school or sponsor letterhead in order for us to release the kit.  You can find a template for this letter here: http://tinyurl.com/cy6kkfr. 

Fax the letter to Team Support at 603-666-3907 no later than 5:00 pm EST on 12/31/12 or send a hard copy to FIRST, Attn: Team Support, 200 Bedford Street, Manchester, NH 03101.  The letter must include the following:

1.) Your Team Number and the Kickoff pick up location;
2.) The name and team number of the representative picking up the KoP;
3.) Provide a copy of the Surrogate Kit Pickup letter to the team representative picking up the KoP for your team.  This representative must bring the letter to the appropriate Kickoff.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Initial Event Registration Opens Today @ 12 pm EST/ 2013 Season Calendar & Important Updates/ 2013 Regional & Qualifying Events/ Bag & Tag Events/ KoP Drive System Options for Veteran Teams/ Ask an Expert Call
Thu 9/27/2012 10:17 AM
Greetings Teams:

Initial Event Registration Opens Today, 9/27/12 @ 12 pm (noon) EST: Register for your initial Competition Event in TIMS beginning 9/27/12 @ 12 pm (noon) EST: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso.

**IMPORTANT** Your team will be unable to register for an event until you complete the entire pre-registration process, which includes updating and/or verifying all information in the Team Profile section of your Team Summary page in TIMS. 

2013 Season Calendar and Important Deadlines: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/calendar/. 

2013 Regional and Qualifying Events: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/regional-events. 

Bag & Tag Events: This year ALL FRC Regional and Qualifying Events in the United States and Canada will be Bag & Tag. For more information, please visit the FRC Blog: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-09-26-12. 

Kit of Parts Drive System Options for Veteran Teams: New this season, veteran teams will have an option regarding the Kit Drive System. Veteran teams must make their selection in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso between 10/1/12 to 10/18/12. For details, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog-09-07-12. 
Ask an Expert Call: Join Nancy Rosenberg, FIRST Scholarship Manager and Senior Mentors Mike Henry and Javier Saenz for the Ask an Expert call “FRC Scholarships”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, 10/3/12 at 7 pm EST. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Initial Event Registration/Kickoff Information/ 2013 Beta Testing Teams/Pool Noodles/ Ask an Expert Call
Thu 9/20/2012 3:51 PM
Greetings Teams:

Initial Event Registration: Initial regional and initial qualifying event registration for district teams opens next Thursday, September 27, 2012 at noon EST. 

Please remember, you must complete the Team Profile Section in order to register for an event. If you have not done so already, please complete via TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. 
Kickoff Information: 2013 Local Kickoff information is now posted here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/local-kickoff-information. Teams may register for a Local Kickoff in TIMS beginning Thursday, October 4, 2012 at noon EST.

2013 Beta Testing Teams: The 2013 Beta Testing teams have been selected. Thank you to the 159 FRC teams and 1 FTC team who offered to help with this project! All FRC teams will be able to communicate with the Beta Test teams on the forums: http://forums.usfirst.org/forumdisplay.php?f=1547. 

Please visit the FRC Blog: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog for more information on the teams selected to Beta Test and for important season updates.   

Pool Noodles: We suggest that you purchase pool noodles for your 2013 bumpers if you haven’t done so already.

Ask an Expert Call: Join Carla Proulx, FRC Logistics Manager and Terri Benart, FIRST Senior Mentor for the Ask an Expert call “FRC Robot Transportation”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, September 26, 2012 at 7 pm EST. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings.

Go Teams!

 FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Championship Registration/2013 FRC Season Dates and Deadlines/Ask an Expert Call
Thu 9/13/2012 3:24 PM
Greetings Teams:

2013 Championship Registration: Championship Registration for Pre-Qualifying Teams opens on 10/11/12 at noon EST in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. Pre-Qualifying teams are as follows:

· Hall of Fame teams

· Original and Sustaining teams

· 2012 Championship Engineering Inspiration Award winner

· 2012 Einstein teams

New this season: Open Championship registration has changed to open Championship wait list registration. During this enrollment period, FRC teams will immediately go onto a wait list for the FIRST Championship. 

As the number of FRC teams and events continue to grow, the number of merit-based qualifying teams also grows. We can't predict the exact number of slots that will be available to veteran teams through an open registration process, but the number is likely to be small.

We will release FIRST Championship slots to wait listed teams as the season progresses and we become comfortable that all merit-based qualifying teams (teams winning awards at 2013 events that qualify them to go to Championship) are being accommodated.

For more information on Championship registration, including information on wait list registration dates, please visit: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/championship-eligibility-criteria. 

As a reminder, initial regional and initial qualifying event registration opens on Thursday, 9/27/12 at noon EST.

2013 FRC Season Dates and Deadlines: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/calendar/. 

Ask an Expert Call: Join Senior Mentors Mike Siegel and Mike Henry for the Ask an Expert call “FRC Team Mentor Orientation 101”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, 9/19/12 at 7 pm EST. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings.

Go Teams!

 FRC Team Support 
 

FIRST® is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organization
V 603-666-3906
F 603-666-3907
E frcteams@usfirst.org
W www.usfirst.org
**FIRST EMAIL**/Beta Testing Application Deadline Friday/FRC Season Calendar/Ask an Expert Call/Request for Proposals
Thu 9/6/2012 3:21 PM
Greetings Teams:

Beta Testing Application Deadline— Friday, 9/7/12 at noon EST: As FRC prepares for the 2013 season, we are seeking a limited number of teams to assist us with beta testing new software. A limited number of teams will also be asked to test hardware elements of the control system. Interested teams should complete the Beta Test Application available here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5WBKJ26 by the deadline of Friday, 9/7/12 at noon EST. 
Teams selected to participate in Beta Testing will be notified by Wednesday, 9/19/12. Please direct questions regarding submissions to FRCbetatest@usfirst.org.

FRC Season Calendar: Please visit our new FRC season calendar: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/calendar/month to view important season dates and deadlines. You can change the view of the calendar to month or list by clicking on the links at the top of the page.

Ask an Expert Call: Join Senior Mentor, Javier Saenz and FTC Partner, Joe Passofaro for the Ask an Expert call “Teams in Transition from FTC to FRC”. The call will be taking place on Wednesday, 9/12/12 at 7 pm EST. You can find details on all of this season’s Ask an Expert calls here: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-senior-mentor-teleconference-recordings.

Request for Proposals for 2013 FRC Season Workshop Presentations: FRC will not be hosting live Kickoff Workshops at FIRST Headquarters in Manchester, NH before Kickoff this year. Instead, we will be providing access to recorded workshops that will focus on preparing FRC Teams for the 2013 season. This will allow teams to take advantage of online workshop material before they get caught up in the build season. 

We are currently seeking workshop proposals!  Anyone interested in creating a recorded workshop may submit a proposal. For more information on submitting a proposal, please visit: http://www3.usfirst.org/sites/default/files/uploadedFiles/Robotics_Programs/FIRST_Place/Workshops_and_Conferences/2011_Assets/2013_RFP_for_Workshop_Presentations.pdf. Proposals are due by Friday, 9/21/12.
Go Teams!
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**FIRST EMAIL**/Last Chance - Sign Up by Monday
Wed 9/5/2012 3:24 PM
Dear FIRST Team Leader, 

In case you missed our earlier email:  FIRST and Brandeis University are asking for your help with an important new evaluation initiative for FIRST.  Team leaders that participate can earn $300 for themselves or their teams, and participating team members will earn financial incentives!  We need you to respond by Monday, September 10, 2012.

After months of planning, Brandeis University and FIRST are launching a new, multi-year impact study of student participants in the FIRST® LEGO® League, FIRST® Tech Challenge, and FIRST® Robotics competition programs in the United States.  Working with FIRST teams and team leaders across the country, the study will follow approximately 1000 FIRST team members and a similar number of comparison students for up to five years.  The goal of the study is to assess the impact of FIRST on young people’s interests in science and technology, their life and workplace skills, and their educational and career goals. 

Brandeis and FIRST are seeking interested teams and team leaders to participate in the study.  Team leaders in the study will be asked to do the following during the first year of the study:

· Participate in an initial training webinar on the study’s procedures. 

· Distribute and collect a packet of study materials (surveys, permission forms, etc.) to new student participants in FIRST who are joining your team for the 2012-13 season, following up as needed to promote a high response rate among new team members.

· Help recruit comparison students by distributing recruitment packets in at least one science or math class per grade in the school or organization where your team is located.

· Administer a second, Spring 2013 survey to the members of your team who are in the study.

· Participate in interviews or focus groups on the team experience.

· Complete a team leader survey in Spring 2013.

In subsequent years, study participants will be contacted directly by Brandeis for an annual Spring survey.  In those years, team leaders may be asked to help update contact information and/or encourage participants who are still on the team to complete the annual surveys. 

Team leaders who participate in the study will receive a stipend of $300 in the first year of the study as a “Thank you” for their time and effort.  More importantly, team leaders will be helping FIRST achieve its long-time goal of conducting a major impact study across its programs.

If you are interested in having your team participate in the study, please go to https://brandeis.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_1AYoPJJObckwMrG  to provide your contact information and to answer a few qualifying questions.  Teams to be included in the study will be selected from among those who respond, with the goal of providing a nationally representative sample of teams in the study.

We hope that you will take the time to consider this invitation and join this important effort.  Even if your team is not selected for the final sample, we will keep you informed about the study and look for ways to solicit your input as the study moves forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Alan Melchior and Cathy Burack, the Brandeis Project Directors at FIRSTstudy@brandeis.edu.

Jon Dudas, President

FIRST
**FIRST EMAIL**/Return of Weekly Email Blasts/Initial Event Registration/District Event Registration/Beta Testing Application/FRC Blog
Thu 8/30/2012 1:38 PM
Greetings Teams:

Return of Weekly Email Blasts: We are now returning to a weekly email blast schedule in an effort to keep you well informed on the latest FRC news.  Be sure to check your inbox each Thursday for the FRC email blast, and don’t forget that we always post email blasts to the FRC Season News and Email Blasts page: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/emailblastarchive.aspx. You can even subscribe to an RSS feed to receive alerts when this page is updated!

Initial Event Registration: Initial regional and initial qualifying event registration for district teams opens Wednesday, September 27, 2012 at noon EST. If you haven’t done so already, it’s a good idea to pre-register your team in TIMS now.

District Event Registration: This season, teams participating in the district model (Michigan and MAR teams) may only register for one district event during initial event registration on September 27, 2012. On October 11, 2012 at noon EST, district teams will be able to register for their second district event. Similar to last season, district teams may register for regional events after they have registered for their two district events during second regional event registration on October 25, 2012 at noon EST.

Beta Testing Application: As FRC prepares for the 2013 season, we are seeking a limited number of teams to assist us with beta testing new software. A limited number of teams will also be asked to test hardware elements of the control system. Interested teams should complete the Beta Test Application available here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5WBKJ26 by the deadline of Friday, September 7, 2012 at noon EST. 

Teams selected to participate in Beta Testing will be notified by Wednesday, September 19, 2012. Beta testing will begin after FIRST receives a signed Disclosure Agreement from the beta test team.  Please direct questions regarding submissions to FRCbetatest@usfirst.org. 

FRC Blog: The FRC Blog has moved to http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/blog. Please visit the blog regularly for important updates. You can subscribe to an RSS feed to receive updates every time a new post is added.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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Looking for Teams for the FIRST Longitudinal Impact Study - Please Respond Today!
Wed 8/22/2012 11:54 AM
Dear FIRST Team Leader, 

In case you missed our earlier email:  FIRST and Brandeis University are asking for your help with an important new evaluation initiative for FIRST.  Team leaders that participate can earn $300 for themselves or their teams, and participating team members will earn financial incentives!  

After months of planning, Brandeis University and FIRST are launching a new, multi-year impact study of student participants in the FIRST® LEGO® League, FIRST® Tech Challenge, and FIRST® Robotics competition programs in the United States.  Working with FIRST teams and team leaders across the country, the study will follow approximately 1000 FIRST team members and a similar number of comparison students for up to five years.  The goal of the study is to assess the impact of FIRST on young people’s interests in science and technology, their life and workplace skills, and their educational and career goals. 

Brandeis and FIRST are seeking interested teams and team leaders to participate in the study.  Team leaders in the study will be asked to do the following during the first year of the study:

· Participate in an initial training webinar on the study’s procedures. 

· Distribute and collect a packet of study materials (surveys, permission forms, etc.) to new student participants in FIRST who are joining your team for the 2012-13 season, following up as needed to promote a high response rate among new team members.

· Help recruit comparison students by distributing recruitment packets in at least one science or math class per grade in the school or organization where your team is located.

· Administer a second, Spring 2013 survey to the members of your team who are in the study.

· Participate in interviews or focus groups on the team experience.

· Complete a team leader survey in Spring 2013.

In subsequent years, study participants will be contacted directly by Brandeis for an annual Spring survey.  In those years, team leaders may be asked to help update contact information and/or encourage participants who are still on the team to complete the annual surveys. 

Team leaders who participate in the study will receive a stipend of $300 in the first year of the study as a “Thank you” for their time and effort.  More importantly, team leaders will be helping FIRST achieve its long-time goal of conducting a major impact study across its programs.

If you are interested in having your team participate in the study, please go to https://brandeis.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_1AYoPJJObckwMrG  to provide your contact information and to answer a few qualifying questions.  Teams to be included in the study will be selected from among those who respond, with the goal of providing a nationally representative sample of teams in the study.

We hope that you will take the time to consider this invitation and join this important effort.  Even if your team is not selected for the final sample, we will keep you informed about the study and look for ways to solicit your input as the study moves forward.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Alan Melchior and Cathy Burack, the Brandeis Project Directors at FIRSTstudy@brandeis.edu.

Jon Dudas, President

FIRST
**FIRST EMAIL**/2013 Beta Test Application Now Available
Thu 8/16/2012 3:42 PM
Greetings Teams:

As FRC prepares for the 2013 season, we are seeking a limited number of teams to assist us with beta testing new software. A limited number of teams will also be asked to test hardware elements of the control system. Interested teams should complete the beta test application available here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5WBKJ26 by September 7, 2012 at noon ET.  Beta testing will run from September, 2012 through the end of December, 2012.

Beta Test Goals

· Test the features and functions of new elements of the control system to uncover problems and generate solutions.

· Develop/refine software libraries, supporting documentation and training materials.

· Allow teams to become experts and serve as area leaders to mentor other teams.

Team Selection Criteria

· Community - Teams must demonstrate consistent involvement within the FIRST community.  A team’s communication network should be in place and will be utilized in this project.

· Vision - Teams must prove they ‘get’ the bigger picture and vision of FIRST and must be prepared to work collaboratively for the betterment of the FRC program.

· Geographical location - FIRST will consider the locations of all teams that apply in an effort to gather diverse feedback and to create experts in as many locations as possible for future mentoring.

Required Beta Test Tasks

· Complete beta test tasks as assigned.

· Post findings on the FIRST Forums on a bi-weekly basis.

· Be available to answer questions from area teams and the broader FRC community.

· Release every piece of code developed.

· Agree to return beta test hardware to FIRST immediately upon request.

Selected teams will be notified by September 19, 2012 and beta testing will begin after FIRST receives a signed Disclosure Agreement from the beta test team. Please direct questions regarding submissions to FRCbetatest@usfirst.org. 

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/STIMS Opens Today @ Noon ET/Summer Reading
Thu 8/2/2012 11:11 AM
Greetings Teams:

Student Team Information Member System (STIMS) Opens Today, 8/2/12 at Noon ET: https://my.usfirst.org/stims/site.lasso. Returning students can use their login information from last season; new students may register by clicking on the “New Student User” button. 

STIMS is where students apply to join their FRC team (students must re-apply each year), complete the 2013 electronic FIRST Consent and Release Form, and submit for the Chairman’s, Safety Animation, Entrepreneurship, Woodie Flowers and Website Awards. 

Award submission dates are located at http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/frc-season-calendar. 

Summer Reading: It’s an excellent time to catch up on some FRC Summer reading!  Please encourage your Team’s Mentors to visit the FRC Resources page on the website: http://www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/frc/resources and explore the wealth of helpful information they will find there. 

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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**FIRST EMAIL**/TIMS Open for 2013 Season Pre-Registration/FRC Included on 2012-2013 NASSP National Advisory List of Student Contests & Activities/New FRC Facebook Page
Thu 7/19/2012 10:29 AM
Greetings Teams:

TIMS Now Open for 2013 Season Pre-Registration: Teams are now able to login and update their Team Profile, and can access the Judges’ Information Section in TIMS: https://my.usfirst.org/frc/tims/site.lasso. New rookie teams can also pre-register at this time.

FRC Included on the 2012-2013 NASSP National Advisory List of Student Contests and Activities: This nationally recognized status makes it easier for staff members and students at many schools to convince their school administration that FRC events should be treated like educational field trips. If your Principal and School Board don’t already know that FRC is on the list, you might want to give them a heads up!

New FRC Facebook Page: Please visit our new Facebook page, which will include updates and comments from FIRST Headquarters: http://www.facebook.com/pages/FRC-Teams/378744932190811.

Go Teams!

FRC Team Support 
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